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250 Dead, 2,000 Injured in 
Mecca Fire 

MECCA, Saudi Arabia — Around 250 people were 
kffled, including ittfadnuis, and 2,000 people iiyurcd 
In the huge fire that ripped through pilgrims’ tents 
near Mecca,- an farfim official said Wcdncsduy. 

^We taw been told (by Saudi authorities) that 
the figure stands at around 250 killed and 2,000 
injured, mostly from the subcontinent, n said an 
official at a crista center set up by Indian officials 
to cope with inquiries of relatives. 

(Contd on J^g. 14) 
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Aistralk Wu’t 
Iiterfere With tnof 
TraleTws 

CANBERRA — The Australian 
government is not considering 
trade sanctions against Iran and 
contracts for massive grain ex- 
ports are not threatened. Trade 
Minister Tim Fischer said 
Wednesday. 

“Australia does not seek to in- 
terfere with foe commercial nego- 
tiations, by the Australian wheat 
board, by a huge company or by a 
small company, wfth regard to the 
two-way trade that exists between 
Australia and Iran,'* Fischer told 
reporters. 

Australia this week, recalled its 
ambassador in Tehran, Stuart 
Hume, for consultations. 

Iran also recalled its ambassa- 
dors and cancelling a visit to Te- 
hran next month by an 
Australia-lran Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry delegation. 

“We won't be taking any uni- 
lateral or hasty decisions,** the 
spokesman of Austrian Foreign 
Minister said. 

“Both Iran and Australia see 
trade as very important- to their 
jvumtriea ... both rides would he 
reluctant to bring that bade into 
jeopardy,” Wheat Board Chair- 
man Trevor Flugge said. 
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Germany Loses Trust uf Iranian People 

i 


President Felicitates Heads oi Islamic 
Slates on Eid-ul-Azha 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — President Akbar Hasbemi Rafsai\jani 
here on Wednesday cabled separate messages to 
the beads of all Islamic countries fetid taring them 
on the auspicious occasion of Eid-ul-Azha. 

In his message, President Rafsanjani expressed 
hope for stronger unity and solidarity among Is- 
lamic countries and wished for the prosperity of 
all Islamic nations across the globe. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Leader of the Is- 
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed 
Ah Khamenei in a muring with 
army commanders and personnel 
here Wednesday said that the Ger- 
man government should pay a high 
price for its mistake, adding that 
Germany will be the main loser in 
this regard because it has lost the 
trust of Iranian people. 

The Commander-in-Chief of 
die Armed Forces said what is 
surprizing is that why they repeat 
such experiences and why they 
have developed such a wrong as- 
sumption in their invalid minds. 

“Tbe Iranian nation has not en- 
tered the arena by relying on 
Europe, Asia or others so that now 
wife their departure it feels it has 
been left alone,'* the Supreme 
Leader said. 

“If the U.S. and fee Zionists 
manage to separate Europe from 
Iran and pit other enemies tens 
times as many as Europe against 
Iran, feta (Iranian) nation will not 
retreat even one step from its re- 
sistance to fee boHyings of the 
U.S. or any other governments,'* 
Ayatollah Khamenei made it clear. 

Terming fee German govern- 
ment as a victim of fee U.S.-Zion- 
ism (dot, fee Supreme Leader said 
“why the German government 
nude such a mistake that fee Zion- 



1 ists managed to arrange such a 
puppet show under its nose and to 
insult fee Iranian nation.** . 

“Germany left behind a very 
bitter experience and it should pay 
fee price for its mistake. Germany 
has lost something feat cannot re- 
gain easily and. feat is fee trust of 
fee Iranian nation and government 


in Germany’s sincerity,’’ Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei pointed out 

The Supreme header said feat 
the U.S. or any other power in die 
world that may cherish hostile at- 
titude towards Iran could not do a 

damn thin g. 

Terming fee reaction of certain 


European countries* to the Myk- 
onos affair as lt very bad’’. Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei stated “Tbe Foreign 
Ministry has been instructed to 
carefully register 'fee behavior of 
those government in this meaning- 
less show so feat they can be re- 
corded in fee history of fee Iranian 
people.” 


Thousands of Muslims 
Hold Disavowal of 



REYSHAHRI 

By Ali Xezvani Moqaddam 
ARAFAT — Tens of thousand of 
Muslims from different Islamic 
countries held a ceremony here to 
express their hatred of the enemies 
of Islam, specially fee U.S. and 
the Zionist regime, here on 
Wednesday morning. 

Tbe ceremony was inaugurated 
by reciting verses from the Holy 
Qoran. The message of the Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei 
was read to the multi-national 
audience by Ayatollah Ahmad 
Jannati a member of the Guardian 
Council. 

Addressing fee audiences also, 
Hojjatoleslam Mohammad 


Mohammadi Reyshahri, the 
Leader’s Representative for Hajj 
Affairs, called for Muslim unity 
throughout the world. 

He referred to tbe U.S.-hatched 
conspiracies against the Islamic 
world and said if fee Muslim 
countries decide not to sell oil to 
the U.S. the Great Satan, would 
come to its knees in one month. 

Pointing to some catastrophes 
in some Muslim countries, like 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Palestine, 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri said the 
reason behind these catastrophes is 
is that Muslims have not been able 
to understand Islam properly. 

If they realize the meaning of 
Towhid, they will not cooperate 
with the enemies of Islam, the 
U.S. and fee Zionist regime, he 


Chemical Weapoa Victims 
Demonstrate Outside German Embassy 

60,000 IRANIAN WAR VETERANS FELL VICTIM TO CHEMICAL WEAPONS 


Tehran Tomes Service 
TEHRAN — Thousands of war 
veterans wounded in chemical at- 
tacks during eight years of the 
imposed war by fee Iraqi regime 
staged a protest rally outside Ger- 
man Embassy here on Wednes- 
day. 


war. 

They strongly condemned 
Mykonos Court's biased verdict 
against tbe Islamic Republic of 
Iran saying feat by issuing such a 
baseless verdict, fee court has 
proved that it is a tool in fee hands 
of the United States and the Zionist 


Referring to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran as an example of 
resistance against tbe aggressive 
U.S., Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri 
said fee Muslim states can learn 
resistance from fee Iranian nation. 
He later called for Muslim unity 
against the enemies of Islam. 

He concluded that Mykonos 
court conspiracy hatched by the 
U.S. and fee Zionism aims at 
preventing unity among Muslims. 



Tbe victims of the Iraqi chemi- 
cal warfare, some of them moving 
on wheelchairs have lodged com- 
plaints with Iranian Justice De- 
partment against fee German firms 
supplying Iraq with toxic gas and 
technology to launch chemical 
warfare against Iranian soldiers in 
the course of the Iraqi-imposed 


regime. 

The demonstrators further 
called cm Judiciary to take legal 
action at international level against 
the German firms supplying 
chemical and biological agents to 

Iraq- 

The war veterans, bearing 
white breathing masks, also car- 


ried fee photos of their fellow 
combatants who had succumbed to 
their chemical wounds as well as 
models of missiles containing 
toxic gas used by Iraq during the 
war rime. 

The effigies of a Berlin court 
judge who had accused Iran of 
ordering fee assassination of four 
Kurds in Berlin in 1992, were also 
seen in fee hands of some protes- 
tors. 

They called on the German 
government to apologize to Iran 
for the blunder made by the Berlin 
Court investigating fee so called 
Mykonos case . A war veteran wife • 
70 percent injuries, Mohebfe: told 
the Tehran Tirr.es that the demon- 
strators would prove feat the Ber- 
lin court’s verdict is baseless. 

Seyed Abbas Davoodi, a victim 
of chemical weapons suffering 
from 45 percent injuries said: “We 
are here to restore our rights. In- 
ternational community should 
question fee German government 
for providing Iraq with chemical 
weapons." (Contd on Pg- 14) } 


New Zealand 
FM Admits Haste 
in Calling Home 
Its Ambassador 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — New Zealand’s for- 
eign minister, admitted he acted 
hastily in recalling his country's 
ambassador here, adding that fee 
ambassador has already been told 
to return to Tehran today. 

Leading dailies in Wellington, 
capita] of New Zealand, wrote that 
upon his arrival in Tehran the am- 
bassador will be submitting a mes- 
sage from the foreign minister to 
Iranian authorities. 

According to the dailies, tbe 
foreign mini ster in his message has 
called for restoration of normal 
relations between New Zealand 
and tbe Islamic Republic of Iran. 

In response to a question posed 
by a reporter in Wellington on his 
hasty move, fee New Zealand for- 
eign minister said: “1 would soon 
be blamed for not calling fee am- 
bassador if I did not make such a 
move." 

Newspapers in Wellington 
wrote yesterday that fee govern- 
ment of New Zealand expected 
Iran to close the gap that has been 
created in its relations wife Iran 
after its recall of its ambassador. 

Iran to Establish 
Institute for 
Religious Questions 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — An institute to pro- 
vide answers to Muslims religious 



m . . 
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MAHFOUZI 

questions will soon be established 
here, the secretary’ of the Islamic 
Society of Researchers. Dr. Sadeq 
Mahfouzi, toid the Tehran Times. 

Tne institute, which is yet to be 
named, will try to answer any 
question Muslims might need to 
know and will use fee knowledge 
and expertise of over 1000 
religious scholars and other 
researchers and will endeavor to 
become a world center for 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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T hey swear to you 
by Allah That they 
might pleas* you, 
and ABah. as wefl as Hb 
Apostle, has a greater 
right that they should 
please Him, V they are 
believers. 

(liOL.Y QORAN) (0:63) 



Iranian Army Nighty Enough to | 
Defend the Motherland I 

ijuiimM..— -i^ 

T he Army Day, Farvardin 29, reminds us of unity between 
people and the Armed Forces of die Islamic Republic of Iran. 
During the Shah's rule the army was the personification of the Shah 
and there was an iron curtain between the army and the people. 

However, the three services of the armed forces, the Air Force, 
Ground Force and die Navy did not hesitate to join hands with 
Iranian nation while standing against the Shah's tyrannical system. 

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, numerous plots were 
hatched by enemies to dismantle the nascent Islamic Revolution. 
But from the morrow of the victory, the three services of the Iranian 
army stood by die nation in thwarting enemy's plots hi Kurdestan, 
Gem bad and Khuzestan.When Iraq waged a foll-fledge war against 
Iran, the armed forces, shoulder-to-shoulder with Iranian volun- 
teers, defended our motherland against foreign aggressors and the 
agents of the US. 

After the Iraqi invasion of Iran in September 1980, the Ground 
Force was disrupted due to the purge of top generals whose 
allegiance to Shah was unalterable. Therefore, the Air Force halted 
further Iraqi penetration for about six months until the Ground 
Force, the Basijis (volunteers) and the Islamic Revolution Guard 
Corps (IRGQ got prepared and began to launch counter-offensives 
against the Iraqi aggression. 

The operations launched by the Navy practically paralyzed the 
Iraqi Navy in the first few weeks of the war. The Navy played a 
decisive role in pushing back the Iraqi troops who had surrounded 
Abadan. This operation paved the way for greater operations. 

The Navy a bo played a crucial role in the war of tankers as well 
as guarding Iranian oil tankers, providing them a safe passage 
through the Strait of Hormuz at the peak of the war of tankers. 

Cooperation and coordination between the army and the IRGC 
was a turning point in the history of war. Not only was Khorram- 
shahr liberated but more than 30,000 Iraqi soldiers were made 
captives despite the superiority of Iraqi military technology over 
Iran. Such a cooperation finally led to the liberation of Iranian 
occupied lands from the dutches of the Iraqi troops. 

Attempts for enhancing the Army's combat readiness and its 
disdpline are among the laudable steps taken in the aftermath of 
the impose d-war. 

Ironically, the Iranian army is stronger than the armies of all 
Persian Gulf countries put together while Iran's defense expendi- 
tures are less than any single Persian Gulf state. One explanation 
might be Iran's relative self-reliance in manufacturing military 
equipments at home. 

Despite its strong might, the Iranian army does not pose any 
threat to Iran's neighbors, while at the same time, Iran wiU not 
allow any country to cast a covetous eye at a single inch of its 
territory. 

Over 5,000 Iraqi Kurdish 
Children Vaccinated Against Polio 

MAHABAD, W. Azerbaijan eradicate die disease. 

Province — Some 5,264 Iraqi The primary stages of the pro- 
Kurdish children under five, living ject were carried out in these refu- 

at Sardasht and Piranshahr refugee gee camps under the supervision 

camps, have been vaccinated of the UN High Commissioner for 

against polio, it was announced Refugees (UNHCR), he said, 
here Wednesday. More than 12,000 Iraqi Kurd- 

Rahim Motezaker, bead of Pi- ish refugees who fled to Iran in die 

ranshahr health department, added course of the Persian Gulf war and 

that all Iraqi Kurdish children liv- civil wars in the Iraqi Kurdistan, 
jp g inside the Iranian boundaries, are living in Sardashl and Piran- 
ha ve been vaccinated against polio shahr refugee camps, 

in this stage of die campaign to (IRMA) 
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Kharrazi Urges Security -Council to 
Handle Afghan Issue Firmly 


■ -k-y 



Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iran’s Permanent 
Representative to the United Na- 
tions, Kamal Kharrazi, on Tues- 
day called on the Security Council 
to send a strong message to all 
warring factions in Afghanistan to 
cease hostilities immediately. 

In a speech to the Security 
Council Kharrazi emphasized the 
human dimensions of the tragedy 
prevailing in Afghanistan, urging 
all afghan parties to abandon and 
renounce the use of force, IRNA 
reported from New York. 

He also called on the warring 
factions to take advantage of me- 
diation efforts by the UN, the Or- 
ganization of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) and the regional states to 
start an imme diate dialog aimed at 
nat i onal reconciliation and politi- 
cal settlement of the conflict lead- 
ing to the establishment of a 
broad-based and folly repre- 
sentative government 

He said the people of the war- 
tom Afghanistan have suffered 
long and have been subjected to 
horrors and indignities which are 
not folly comprehensible to the 
outside world. 

“Afghan people have been con- 
demned to a life of misery while 


they are engaged in illicit traffick- 
ing of ar ms and narcotics and even 
in selling the bones and remains of 
their dead in order to simply sus- 
tain their families,’' Kharrazi said. 

This reflection does not mean 
to be soft on or find justification 
for criminals and illicit traffickers 
of arms and narcotics particularly 
those Afghan factions who report- 
edly organize and promote such 
illegal activities in order to finance 
their military operations. 

In feet such activities, particu- 
larly narcotic drugs trafficking, 
are of grave concern to Iran as they 
put severe strain on the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in terms of both 
manpower and financial resources 
to combat drug traffickers at its 
borders. 

The international community 
bears not only legal but also moral 
responsibility to address this tragic 
situation in an effective manner, 
be stressed. 

The Security Council should 
ensure that its resolutions are im- 
plemented as well as provide hu- 
manitarian aid and prepare the 
ground for reconstruction of Af- 
ghanistan as incentives towards a 
political settlement, Kharrazi told 
die session. 

Kharrazi noted that die political 
resolution of the Afghan conflict 
should take into account all seg- 
ments of the Afghan society. 

He said that Tehran folly sup- 
ports die stance of die UN secre- 
tary general that “no one should 
imagine dial a military victory by* 
one party over the others will re- 
solve the Afghan problem in the 
long run.** 

The Iranian envoy added that 
the UN special mission to Af- 
ghanistan should be supported and 
encouraged to expand its contacts 
with all factions and groups in 
Afghanistan as well as with its 


neighbors. 

He referred to die efforts by die 
Islamic Republic of ban in con- 
vening an inter- Afghan in 

Tehran last January aimed at urg- 
ing all Afghan factions to abandon 
hostili t ies m fever of a construc- 
tive dialog for a political settle- 
ment. 

In conclusion, he said efforts to 
establish a just and lasting peace in 
Afghanistan should respect the 
country’s sovereignty, political in- 
dependence, territorial integrity 
and national unity. 

Furthermore, these efforts 
should reject military solution to 
the problem and halt foreign inter- 
vention in die internal affairs of 
Afghanistan. 

He also said warring factions 
should not be provided with weap- 
ons, military personnel and advice 
so that die way will be paved for 
cessation of hostilities and recon- 
ciliation through a process of dia- 
log in which all political and ethnic 
groups in Afghanistan can partici- 
pate. 
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Bangladeshi PM 
to Visit Tehran 

Tehran Times Service - 

TEHRAN — The Bangladeshi 
Foreign Minister, Abdul Samad 
Azad disclosed on Tuesday that 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister, 
Sheikh Hasma Wsjed will pay a 
visit to the Mamie Republic of 
Iran in the near future. 

He made the remark in a meet- 
ing with Iran's Charge d’Aflmns 
to Dhaka, Mohammad Ab- 
baszadeh, an IRNA report 
Reviewing further pramtotioc 
of Tehran-Dhaka relations, fee 
two officials underfilled the need 
for more contacts and cnchuigeof 
delegations between die two coun- 
tries. 

Outlining priorities of Iran's 
foreign policy, Abbaszadeh 
termed die recent decision of the 
European Union as nwilfwi fl- 
logical and in violation of legal 
principles. 

The verdict of the Berlin court 
was issued under die pressure of 
elements outside die court, he 
noted adding that fee court's ruling 
lacks any legal value. 


Iranian, Armenian Foreign 
Ministers Hold Talks 


Russian MP: German Court's 
Ruling Discriminatoiy 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The remarks made 
by die Berlin court against Iran are 
discriminatory and unjust. Head of 
die Security Commission of the' 
Russian State Duma, Viktor Hyok- 
hin, said in Moscow on Tuesday. 

Talking with IRNA, he said the 
ruling was not rally against Ger- 
man laws but also against the in- 
ternational norms and the judge of 
the Berlin court by polluting his 
mind with petty politics, stamped 
a seal of infamy on his own fore- 
head. s 

He said the politically-moti- 
vated decision of the Berlin court 
’ trampled and violated the basic 
principles of the judicial system. 

□yokhin questioned the author- 
ity of the German legal system to 
give decisions against the senior 
authorities of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. 

Describing the Mykonos trial 

Array’s Polilica-ldeulngital 
Office CamaKiimniles the 
Array Day 

Tehran 7 lutes Service 

TEHRAN — Head of the 
Politico-Ideological Office of the 
Commander-jo -Chief of the 
Armed Forces, Hojjatoleslam 
(CoutdonPg. 14) 


as a soap opera, he said that it will 
have no effect on die firm founda- 
tion of Irano-Rnssian bilateral re- 
lations. 

Also, the Leader of Friday 
prayer of Moscow Mufti Ravile 
Einuddin on Tuesday denouncing 
the Berlin court verdict, said the 
ruling demonstrated the feet that 
democracy was in crisis in the 
West. 

Speaking to IRNA in Moscow, 
he added that the ruling w as in 
violation of international civil 
laws and has enraged the Iranian 
nation and annoyed Russian Mus- 
lims. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The visiting Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Ve- 
layati and his Armenian counter- 
put Alexander Erzoumanian in 
Yerevan Wednesday discussed bi- 
lateral ties and fee latest regional 
and international developments. 

According to IRNA, in the 
meeting the Armenian foreign 
minister lauded Iran's role in es- 
tablishing peace and stability in 
Tajikistan, Afghanistan and the 
Caucasus as extremely valuable. 

He also appreciated Iran’s ac- 
tive role in solving regional prob- 
lems and in establishing peace and 
stability in the region including the 
Caucasus. 

He said feat in its foreign pol- 
icy, Yerevan gives special priority 
to expanding cooperation wife Te- 
hran and will make efforts to in- 
crease bilateral, multilateral and 
regional cooperation wife Iran. 

Erzoumanian added that Yere- 
van is interested in expanding re- 
lations in all fields with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. He pointed out 
that Armenia placed importance 
on continued multilateral coopera- 
tion with Iran and Greece and 
called for increased ties among 
these three countries. 

Velayati said that fee Islamic 
Republic of Iran in its foreign pol- 
icy emphasizes strengthening of 
ties wife all countries specially 
with its neighbors. 


tablishment of peace and stability 
in fee Caucasus, Velayati added 
that Karabakh crisis could be 
solved through joint efforts of re- 
gional countries. 

He viewed foreign intervention 
in the region as detrimental and 
said this further complicates fee 
crisis in the Caucasus. 

Velayati welcomed fee expand 
sion of multilateral and bilateral 
cooperation in the region and said 
that once successful, it would offer 
a very good model for other coun- 
tries to follow. 

Velayati arrived in Yerevan 
Tuesday evening at fee head of a 
political, economical and cultural 
delegation to participate in fee 
sixth trilateral conference of fee 
foreign ministers of Iran, Armenia 
and Turkmenistan. 

Najafi Meets Syrian 
Counterpart 

Tehran Times Service 




Stressing the import sm re of es- 

Chinese Official Calls For 
Promotion ofTchran-BcijingTies 

Tehran Times Service Boroujerdi, who arrived in Bei- 

[EHRAN — Chairman of the 00 Monday, said that fee Is- 
‘oreign Commission of the Chi- lamic Republic will decisively and 



TEHRAN — Chairman of the 
Foreign Commission of the Chi- 
nese National Congress on 
Wednesday called for enhance- 
ment of relations between his 
country and Iran in political, eco- 
nomic and technical fields. 

According to IRNA, the Chi- 
nese official made the remark in a 


powerfully stand against any bul- 
lying and irrational attitude. 

Turning to recent German be- 
havior towards Iran, he said Te- 
hran's reaction towards Bonn has 
been the most natural reaction of 


meeting wife visiting Iranian Deo- “ de P e f^ nt against an 

uty Foreign Minister for Asia-fV unpr “ c, P |ed conduct °f another 
cific Affairs Aiaeddin Boroujerdi. . , . , 

He said that common views of , ?*! "'f ,ons wU1 re- 

Iran and Chins on international DO ™» 1 Germany if the 

issues especially human rights am “* wro,leo,ls 

beneficinl for both countries. makes "P for *is blun- 


TEHRAN — The viriting 
Education Minister Wfahannrad 
Ali Najafi met with his Syri* 11 
couterpart Ghassan Halabi m P*' 
mascus on Tuesday. 

According to JRNA,- die B* - 
nian minister i s ' the meet®! 
voiced Iran's willingness & 
change experieces wife Syn* 
educational field. 

The two sides stressed fe®, 1 *' 


contacts between fee two cc * Br 
tries. 

Najafi, who arrived hereM®^ 
day night, also inspected 
Teacher's Tra inin g Cefltef 0 
Syria Tuesday morning- 
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Armenian President Cooperation Among 
Iran, Turkmenistan, Armenia Significant 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Armenian President 
Leon Ter-Petrosyan on Wednes- 
day called tbe trilateral cooper^ 
tion among Iran, Turkmenistan 
and Armenia very constructive 
and significant. 

Petrosyan made the remark at a 
meeting with foreign ministers of 
Iran, Turkmenistan and Armenia, 
Ali Akbar Velavati, Bn«« 
Sheikhmoradov and Alexander 
Erzonmanian, on die sidelines of 
the 6th trilateral meeting of- the 
three countries in Yerevan. 

He also noted that since die 
holding of die tribunal meetings, 
cooperation among die three coun- 
tires has expanded and ties have 



been further consolidated. 

Stressing thht Armenia consid- 
ers no limit to trilateral coopera- 


Greek Party Leader 
Denouces EU Decision 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — In a meeting with 
Iranian ambassador to Athens on 
Tuesday, die leader of the Demo- 
cratic Social Movement (DlKKl) 
of Greece, Dimitris Tsovolas, 
criticized die decision by members 
of die European Union to recall 
their amhacgarlrut; from Tehran, 
an Iranian Embassy source *nM 
IRNA 

The leader of die Greek oppo- 
sition party also stressed that at- 
tempts by some third countries to 
damage Greek-Iranian relations 
were doomed to foil. 

Tsovolas, whose party has nine 
members in the 300-member 
Greek Parliament, expressed sup- 


port for die decision of die Greek 
government not to recall its am- 
bassador from die Islamic Repub- 
lic and stressed that his party backs 
die expansion of Greek-Iranian 
ties in all sectors. 

Iranian ambassador, Mehdi 
Khandaqabadi, also discussed 
Greek-Iranian ties with the head of 
the Parliamentary Committee of 
Greek-Iranian Friendship Group, 
Yiarmis ghgraTa n tfvwi- 

An Iranian diplomatic source 
told IRNA that Kharalambos, a 
deputy of die ruling Pasak Party, 
also criticized die E(J position 
against Iran and stressed that die 
strong Greek-Iranian ties cannot 
be disturbed by third parties. 


tion, he termd the cooperation 
between the three countries and 
other regional organizations such 
as die Economic Cooperation Or- 
ganization (ECO) very positive. 

Underlining the necessity of ex- 
pansion of ties among foe three 
countries in the field of communi- 
cations, he called for strengthen- 
ing of bilateral and trilateral 
cooperations to help resolve re- 
gional crises. 

The Iranian foriegn minister, 
for his part, stressed foal trilateral 
cooperation could serve as a good 
model for regional cooperation, 
saying foot cooperation among foe 
three countries has reached a con- 
structive level. 

He said that deepening of not 
only such cooperation would help 
economic prosperity of foe coun- 
tries but will play, a great role in 
settling peace and restoring tran- 
quility to the region. 


Iran-Armenia-Turkmenistan 
T rilateral Meeting Opens 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — A trilateral meeting 
between foreign ministers of Iran, 
Armenia and Turkmenistan 
opened in Yerevan on Tuesday. 

Speaking at the inaugural cere- 
mony of foe meeting, Iranian For- 
eign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
said that cooperation between the 
three countries should be assessed 
as a positive instance of trilateral 
ties for regional development and 
progress. 

He stated that foe foreign policy 
of foe Islamic Republic of Iran 
was based upon broadening of eco- 
nomic and cultural cooperation 
with the countries in the region 
and that Islamic Republic of Iran 
gave top priority to such ties. 

The Iranian foreign minister 
believed that such cooperation 


CIV Security Council Holds Special 
Session to Survey Afghan Situation 

such as Italy and 


Tehran Tunes Service 
TEHRAN — Hie United Nation 
Security Council held a special 
session investigating the 
developments in Afghanistan in 
condition when bloody clashes 
persist in Afghanistan between 
the Taleban group and the 
supporters of Borhsneddin 
Rabbam and while many years of 
efforts by international 
organizations have foiled to settle 
foe crisis. 


Afghanistan, 

Germany. 

On the Monday session of the 
council, first Abd Al-Rahim Gha- 
forzai, Acting Foreign Minister 
ofRabbaoi government devoted a 
major portion of his speech to the 
interventions of Islamabad gov- 
ernment in Afghanistan and foe 
crimes of Taleban group and said 
all countries should prevent any 
intervention in the affairs of Af- 
ghanistan* 


would help bring peace and stabil- 
ity in foe region. He pointed out 
that such a kind of cooperation did 
not pose any danger to any other 
countries and that all countries in 
the region are free to join foe co- 
operation pact. 

Velayati hoped that Russia 
would join foe trilateral meeting. 

Turkmenistan Foreign Minister 
Boris Sheikh-Moradov and Arme- 


nian Foreign Minister Arzouma- 
nian also addressed foe opening 
session, laying stress on trilateral 
cooperation. 

The two countries' foreign 
ministers praised cooperation with 
Islamic Republic of Iran as vital to 
the interests of the region. 

The Russian Ambassador to 
Yerevan is attending foe trilateral 
session as an observer. 


to Foil, Soys Leading Ayatollah 


QOM — Ayatollah Nasser 
Makarem Shirazi a prominent 
Ayatollah said here Tuesday that 
foe bandwagon of propaganda 
scandal ignited by the German 
judicial branch against the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is 
doomed to foil. 

The Ayatollah pointed out that 
foe scandal has been raised as a 
joint conspiracy by the U.S. and 
Israel in an answer to Islamic 
Iran's firm opposition to foe so- 
called Middle East peace process 
between the Arabs and Zionists 
and foe building of Jewish settle- 
ments in eastern Qods (Jerusa- 
lem). 

Ayotallah Makarem Shirazi, 
who is also the Secretary General 
of foe Qom Seminary (Howzeb), 
pointed out that the baseless deci- 
sion of foe German court was 
intended to attract attention to- 
wards foe Mykonos trial, so that 


foe Zionists could rapidly carry 
out their satanic plan of building 
Jewish settlements in Beit al-Mo- 
qaddas. 

He advised foe German gov- 
ernment not to be carried away by 
the pressure tactics of the U.S. 
and Israel and to approach the 
matter logically and realistically 
in view of foe ties between Ger- 
many and Islamic Iran. 

The ayatollah said the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, like in the past, 
has the full backing of foe nation 
and will continue to maintain its 
strong and dignified stance in re- 
lation to the Mykonos conspir- 
acy. 

Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi fi- 
nally stated that Islamic Iran’s 
staunch support for the deprived 
and oppressed peoples of foe 
world has been the cause of foe 
fury and eoemity of the Zionists 
and foe U.S 
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Role of Iran, Russia in Maintaining 
Regional Pence Important 


Tehran limes Service 

TEHRAN — Iranian Majlis 
Speaker Hogatoleslam Ali Akbar 
Naieq Nouri said here Wednesday 
that role of Inn and Russia in 
maintaining peace and tranquility 
in foe region is very important 

Speaking at tiie open session of 
Majlis, the speaker stressed that 
adopting a common stance by the 
two countries is necessary far , set- 
tling i regional and international 
crises. 

Nateq Noon also briefed the 
audience on the outcome of his 
visit to Russia, saying that promo- 
tion of Tc hran - M oscow relations 
would be to foe benefit of the two 


He said that in his meeting with 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, the Russian official un- 
derlined that the Mykonos trial 
bad no imapet on political, eco- 
nomic and trade ties between foe 
two countries and as a sovereign 
country Iran is capable of resolv- 
ing its problems. 

Referring to Iran-Russia coop- 
eration in completion of Bushehr 
nuclear power plant, Nateq Nouri 
said that Russia has expressed 
readiness to help set up another 
nuclear power plant in Iran and has 
stressed that the bullying ofWest- 


It is predicted that foe Taleban 
group, who have currently over 
two third of Afghanistan soil in- 
cluding Kabul under its occupa- 
. tion, will launch a new wave of 
attacks to strengthen its presence 
with the weather growing warm. 

The UN plans to hold foe sec- 
ond international conference on 
Wednesday to be attended by 12 
countries to launch political ef- 
forts aimed to find new ways for 
establishment of peace in Af- 
ghanistan and contribution to na- 
tional reconstruction in that 
country. 

The conference to be held at 
the invitation of foe UN Secretary 
General, Kufi Anan, will be at- 
tended by five permameni mem- 
bers of foe Security Council and 
the countries neighboring to Af- 
ghanistan, including Iren and 
Pakistan as well as countries to 
play a part in reconstruction of 

ArmpA Forces Banned 
From Interfering In 
Presidential Campaigns 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Chief of Staff of 
the Armed Forces, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Seyed Hasan Firooztbadi in a 
statement Wednesday warned the 
armed forces against any interven- 
tion in the seventh presidential 
election campaigns. 

The statement said the armed 
■forces are banned from any form 
of electoral activities such as dis- 
tribution of leaflets and posters for 
or’against a given candidate. 

According to the statment the 
armed forces are not to frequent 
the electoral headquarters of the 
presidential candidates, organize 
meetings, escort foe candidates or 
providethem with forces, vehicles 
and places belonging to foe armed 
forces. 


sides as well as foe region. 


era countries would have no im- 
pact on the two countries' ties. 
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of Han Meteorological Organization 
L today**' weather mm follow*: 

Forecast for Tekram Max. temp. 25°G 

Min. temp. 10°C 

Partly cloudy with scattered powers 
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Coldest Points v 

l)aren -3°C 
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IN IHE NAME OF GOD 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 


MINISTRY OF ENERGY 

INVITATION FOR TENDER OF 4 X 250 MW 
1YIBSJED-E-S0LEIMAN 



Iran Waters Power 


HYDROELECTRIC POWER PLANT Resources Development Co. 

EXTENSION 


Iran Water & Power Resources Development Company (IWPC) invites 
applicants to submit letter of interest to participate In the tender of the 
following lots Of the 4x250 MW MASJED-E-SOLEIMAN HYDROELECTRIC 
POWER PLANT EXTENSION in Khuzestan Province of ISLAMIC REPUBLIC of 
IRAN. 

1- Project management, supply of auxiliary electrical and mechanical 
equipment and erection of all main and auxiliary equipment (Lot 3). 

2- Supply and supervision of erection of 4 Nos. vertical shaft Francis 
turbines complete with governors and butterfly valves (Lot 4). 

3 - Supply and supervision of erection of 4 Nos. vertical synchronous 
generators complete with excitation systems and switchgears (Lot 5). 

4- Supply and supervision of erection for 1 & C and protection systems (Lot 
' 6 ). 

5- Supply and supervision of erection of 4 Nos. main transformers and 400 
KV SF6 bus ducts (Lot 7). 


Tendering for each lot shall be carried out separately and arranging the 
financing is a pre-requisite for any tenderer. 

The applicants should send the letter of interest by fax not later than May 
5th, 1997 to Fax Nos. (+98) 2 1 - 8833772 and 2 1 - 8839651. 
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Iran, Qatar Discuss 
Development Projects 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - In a meeting here on 
Tuesday with Iranian Minister of 
Construction Jihad Gholamrez 
Forouzesh, Qatari Ambassador 
Ali bin Abdulaziz AI-Kuwari em- 
phasized on execution of the two 
countries' joint economic projects 
in the areas of fisheries, exchange 
of experts and creating a green belt 


in Doha and other Qatari cities. 

In his talks, Forouzesh dis- 
cussed promotion of bilateral co- 
operation in economic and 
development affairs, IRNA re- 

Exchange of technology and the 
carrying out of development pro- 
jects in Qatar by the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran, were also reviewed 
at the meeting. 






Oil Prices Fall as 
Jpy^Suppy Reappear 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - World oil prices 
slipped back on Tuesday, as ten- 
sion appeared to slacken in Iran’s 
dispute with the European Union 
and fears grew of worsening over- 
supply in crude and product mar- 
kets. 

The May futures contract for 
world benchmark crude Brent 
Mend closed at 17.96 a barrel on 
London's International Petroleum 
Exchange (IPE), off sharply from 
yesterday’s final price of 18.19, 
Reuter said. 

Brokers said the market felt 
there would be no escalation in the 
dispute between Iran, the world’s 
third largest crude exporter, and 
the European Union. 

Oil brokers said they did not 
expect the European Union to 
mimic Washington's blanket ban 
on trade with Tehran. 

The Iran issue has to escalate a 
lot further before we start to see 
the oil markets paying too much 
relevance, one IPE trader said. 

As we know, a coordinated 
European action against Iran is not 
going to be something that will be 
easily pulled off, the broker said. 

I get the impression that the 
Iranian situation is already being 
pushed to the side (in oil markets), 
he added. 

The market was focusing in- 
stead on predictions for weekly 
U.S. stocks data published by the 
American Petroleum Institute 
(API) after the market closes on 
Tuesday. 

Prices across the Atlantic were 
weaker on the expectation the 
would show crude oil stocks rising 
in the U.S. by 3.5 million barrels 
in the week to April 11. 

Such figures would underline 
bow far world crude production 
currently outstrips demand. The 
consequence has been a force- 


month 30 percent slide in price this 
year. 

However, some traders were 
still optimistic that the recent 
sharp drop in oil prices could be 
reversed. 

Kuwait’s Oil Minister, Isa Al- 
Mazeedi, told a London-based 
newspaper in an interview that be 
believed supply would continue 
high into the second quarter of the 
year but good demand for gasoline 
should keep prices steady. 

All indications are that foe cur- 
rent production glut will continue 
in the second quarter of foe year 
but because this period sees de- 
mand rising for light prod- 
ucts...and the industry begins to 
build stocks, these factors should 
minimise the impact on prices, 
Mazeedi told Starq al-Awsat 
newspaper. 


President: Industry Foundation 
of Development, Progress 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi R&fcanjani said here yes- 
terday that Iran’s industries in re- 
cent years have not only rescued 
Iran horn excessive importations 
but have also achieved world re- 
spect. 

Talking to officials and manag- 
ers of the Ministry of Industries, 
the president said that industrial 
maturity is the foundation of devel- 
opment and progress. 

Voicing satisfaction over the 
growth of the country’s industrial 


sector, the president stressed that 
such a development does not over- 
shadow the im port an ce of the ag- 
ricultural sector which, he said, is 
a measuring gauge of foe country’s 
independence. 

He spoke of foe role of industry 
in promoting agriculture, citing 
foe country's efficient and princi- 
pled use of water resources as sig- 
nificant. 

Taking all things into consid- 
eration, the president said the pri- 
ority given to the industry sector 
has been justified. 

He said foe country's increased 


production in manufacturing and 
industrial, goods, foe certificates 
received from the international 


standards organization for its fin- 
ished products, and consumer sat- 
isfaction have all encouraged foe 
export of products, as weQ as tech- 
nical and engineering services, 
abroad. 

The president cited foe coun- 
try’s cement plants, particularly 
their design and im pl*ai*»n faffon , 
as a good example of foe state of 
industrial progress and said is it 
somchiog the country can be proud 
of. 


Seveath Specialized 



China, Glass Export Opened 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Head of foe Iran 
Export Promotion Center, Ali 
Saidiou, inaugurated foe seventh 
specialized exhibition of ceramics, 
china and glass export at foe per- 
manent Tehran International Fan- 
Ground yesterday. 

Some 196 participants will dis- 
play foe latest artistic and indus- 
trial achievements in the area of 
ceramics, china, and glass on an 
area of 1.400 square meters. 

Luxembourg to 
Back India on Eff 
Anti-Dumping 
Unties 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Luxembourg is op- 
posed to tiie anti-dumping move by 
the European Union on imports of 
Indian unbleached textiles. 

This was categorically stated in 
New Delhi by foe Secretary of 
State of Foreign Affairs, Interna- 
tional Trade and Cooperation of 
Luxembourg, Georges WobHhrt, 
yesterday while speaking at foe 
opening of foe Trade Office of 
Luxembourg in India at foe Inter- 
national Trade Towers, IRNA re- 
ported. 
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Kuwait Bids Its Time Over Foreign Investment 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Kuwait is inching 
open the doors to foreign inves- 
tors, but economists say this oil- 
rich state is more in need of 
foreign expertise than capital and 
progress towards easing restric- 
tions wifi be slow. 

"I think there is a general rec- 
ognition that foreign investment in 
die context of the reform process 
is a goaL-thing,” said Sharif 
Ghalib, chief economist at Ku- 
wait-based Persain Gulf Invest- 
ment Corporation (PGIC), an AFP 
dispatch reported. 

But, he said, “there is a debate 
going on as to how quickly, and 
what sectors, and what foe impact 
is” of opening foe doors to over- 
seas investment. 

Several recent initiatives sug- 
gest a new openness to foreign 
investors in this Persian Gulf state 
where overseas shareholders are 


limited to a 49 percent stake in 
local firms and the vibrant bourse 
is mostly closed to foreigners. 

A new government committee 
has been set up to assess ways of 
attracting foreign investors, par- 
liament is discussing a privatiza- 
tion bill that conld allow 
foreigners a stake in public utili- 
ties and there are proposals to re- 
duce the tax burden co foreign 
companies operating in Kuwait 
City. 

A more concrete example is foe 
two-billion dollar petrochemical 
complex called equate that is near- 
ing completion, in which Union. 
Carbide of the United States is a 
45 percent shareholder. 

“To open up foe oil sector for 
foe private sector — let alone the ■ 
foreign private sector — is quite 
remarkable for Kuwait,” coin- 
men ted one Kuwaiti economist. 

Kuwait’s upstream and down- 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 

The following table shows the foreign exchange rates in rials as released by the Central Bank 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Wednesday, April 16, 1997. 
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Floating Rates 
BUY SELL 


Export Rates . 
BUY SELL 


Australia 

dollar 

1,338 

1,365 

2,331 

2,342 

Austria 

schilling 

143 

144 

246 

247 

Belgium 

(100) francs 

4,911 

4,939 

8.430 

8,473 

Canada 

dollar 

1.251 

1,258 

2,148 

2.159 

Denmark 

krone 

265 

267 

455 

457 

France 

franc 

300 

302 

515 

517 

Germany 

mark 

1,008 

1,014 

1,731 

1.739 

Holland 

guilder 

897 

902 

1,540 

1.548 

Italy 

(100) lirai 

103 

104 

176 

177 

Japan 

(100) yen 

1,381 

1,389 

2.371 

2.383 

Sweden 

krone 

227 

229 

391 

393 

UAE 

dirham 

476 

479 

818 

820 

UK 

pound 

2,833 

2,859 

4,880 

4,905 

U.S. 

dollar 

1,750 

1,755 

3,000 

3,015 


stream ad sector is foe top attrac- 
tion for foreign investors, while 
opportunities in utilities such as 
power, water and telecommunica- 
tinw could also be assured of for- 
eign interest. 

As for the stock exchange, in- 
ternational fund managers on the 
look out for new markets have had 
to watch from foe sidelines as 
share prices rocketed in the past 
two years and turnover hit a record 
19 billion dollars in 1996. 

Yet for all the recent talk, for- 
eign investors interested in Kuwait 
are unlikely to be rewarded 
quickly because foe government is 
not facing foe same financial pres- 
sures that have pushed other devel- 
oping countries to open up. 

“The need for foreign invest- 
ment does not stem from the need 
for foreign capital, but more from 
foe need for foreign expertise and 
management,” the Kuwaiti econo- 
mist explained. 

Abundant ofl reserves have en- 
abled the government to stash 
away overseas assets now esti- 
mated at some 40 billion dollars 
even after covering foe costs of the 
1991 Persian Gulf War, while pri- 
vate Kuwaiti capital abroad is es- 
timated at up to 60 billion dollars. 

Even a persistent budget deficit 
has been financed by investment 
income rather than resorting to 
borrowing. 

As a result, Kuwait's approach 
to foreign investors “is not like a 
fire sale'* but is moving “gradu- 
ally, step by-step,” foe economist 
added. 

The need for foreign expertise 
is obvious in foe equate project, 
where Union Carbide was chosen 
mainly for its technology and mar- 
keting abilities rather than the cash 
it could bring into foe project. . 

But other areas which econo- 
mists said would benefit from, foe 
skills and standards foreign invest- 
ment brings remain shut off. 

Foreign involvement in foe lo- 
cal bourse might improve profes- 


sionalism, but as long as local 
capital can drive shares to new 
highs foe restrictions that allow 
only Kuwaitis and Persain Gulf 
Arabs to hold stocks directly are 
likely to stay. 

OH experts paint to the up- 
stream oil sector — the main 
source of state revenues — as an 
area where foreigners would bring 
technology to help meet foe gov- 
ernment's capacity expansion 
goals. 

But there are few signs that fins 
jealously-guarded national re- 


source will be opened to produc- 
tion-sharing or profit-sharing 
deals increasingly popular inofoer 
Persian Gulf states, and hungry oil 
majors here are restricted to fee- 
based service contracts. 

Yet whatever the pace, econo- 
mists said the government most 
tackle several issues to attract for- 
eigners in the long run, including 
allowing foreigners to take a con- 
trolling interest in local firms, cut- 
ting red tape and putting'in place 
laws that give security to foreign- 
ers. 
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T ehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Leading ecCBOBl ifftfi ftf 
India have warned of a slowdown 
in investments flnam into India feL 
fowing foe fell of the 13 party 
Uhited Front (UF) coalition gov- 
ernment on April 11 and political 
uncertainty resulting from this. 

The political developments 
have led to an erosion in confi- 
dence of the foreigi investors in 
India, particularly at foe time when 
the Indian economy was beginning 
to look up, IRNA reported from 
New Delhi. 

Investment is still sluggish in 
the economyjmd foe political un- 
certainty would further deteriorate 
foe sit u ati on , impeding foe growth 
process, said director Research 
and Information System (RIS) of 
India, V. Punchmukhi, to 
newspersons. 

He added that whichever politi- 
cal party comes to power shall 
have to carry on the previous gov- 
ernment's investment policy. 

, Prakash Mohan, Director Gen- 
eral of National Council of Ap- 
plied Economic Research 
(NCAER) of India, feels that foe 
country has been engulfed with 
political flux just when tilings 


Mi 


T 




•j-. 




*:*■ 

started looking up, particularly on jj 
the economic front. 

He, however, was optimistic 
font foe Indi a n economy was ro- 
bust enough to overcome all such 
political crises very fast. 

Former governor of Reserve j| ; i -- 
Bank of Lidia (RBI). R.N. Mai- J 
hotra, said that political instability £* 1 • t - 
woold affect both domestic and 
foreign in v est m e n ts. 

Meanwhile, stock markets in 
India are likely to remain hill for 
some time to come as market is 
apprehensive of any goveannot 
providing a stable govern m ent at 
tire center. 

R_H. Patil, Managing Director 
of National Stock Exchange (NSE) 

of India, says foot every tiling will 
depend an what sort of govern- 
ment would came to power. 

Experts feel that all i a n ce 
among various political parties to 
come to power was nota solution. 

Only a stable government after 
fresh polls can help stock market* 
in long term. |sg£ T :, 

However, the market did not 
react sharply to the fell of the Dew / 

Gowda government during /r&WjV J l!~ . 

special trading session on Safer- /r^"' 
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Tehran Times Service, * 

FORMULA ONE 

Defendants Head and Netvey in Court 

Williams officials Patrick head and Adrian Newey 
u«re both in court here on Tuesday for the triqj.wifp the deatli 
™ Brazilian Formula One driver Ayrton Senna nearly tnree years 
ago* 

However neither defendant took the witness stand and were 
merely listening to prosecution experts explaining the 
mechanical reasons for the death of Senna on the San Marino 
track on May 1 1994. 

FOOTBALL 

Second Chamgikms League Spot Up for Grabs : 

PARIS: Rastia drew 1-1 with Paris Saint Germain on Tuesday! to 
leave the fight for the second European champions league spot 
up for grabs with just five games to go for both 


ions lea; 
i teams. 


vest 


lainlii 


early strike to keep the Corsicans in third spot, two points behind 
second-placed PSC., . 

Fifth-placed Strasbourg host fourth-placed Nantes on 


Fifth-placed Strasbourg host fourth-placed Nantes on 
Wednesday and both are also in the hunt for a champions league 
berth. 

German Part-Timers Beat Biuulesliga’s Karlsruhe 

COTTBUS, Germany: Two goals in three minutes by ex- East 
Germany's amateurs Energie Cottbus helped them beat 10-man 
Karlsruhe 3-0 on Tuesday to book a place in next month's 
German cup final , 

Played in atrocious weather conditions, with much of the pray 
whited out during the opening 15 minutes by a heavy snow 
shower, Cottbus had Karlsruhe's measure from the outset 

Hangers Need Just One Point for Ninth 
Consecutive Title 

GLASGOW: Glasgow Rangers need just one point from their last 
three matches to be certain of tneir ninth consecutive title 
following their 64) destruction of Ralth on Tuesday. 

A crushing 6-0 win over the managerless Kirkcaldy outfit at 
Stark's Park confirmed Raith's relegation and sealed the title for 
Rangers in everything except mathematics. 

Robson Fetl Up Ulth Criticism 

BARCELONA, Spain: Barcelona Coach Bobby Robson on 
Tuesday said he was fed up with all the crifidsm being fired at 
him since replacing Dutch coach Johan Cruyff at the beginning 
of the season. 

Barcelona lie second m the Spanish championship and have the 
best attack in Europe with 85 goals in 33 matches. 

Yet Robson has consistently been the target of criticism over 
defensive tactics. 

Weak Writes Off Milan's Season 

MILAN: AC Milan striker George Weah said Tuesday that Italy's 
ailing champions just have to accept they're having a bad year 
and try to put everything right next season. 

Milan, currently 12th in the table after conceding nine goals in 
their last two matches against Juventus and Inter, nave been left 
dinging to their hopes of a UEFA Cup slot next season. 

Bosnich Still Has Future at Aston Villa 

LONDON: Aston Villa manager Brian Little has resisted the 
temptation to transfer-list Mark Bosnich after his weekend 
walkout but the goalkeeper will be hit in the pocket and remain 
out of the side* 

Little has fined Bosnich two weeks wages — around 10,000 
pounds (16,000 dollars) — and confirmed he wall not recall him 
as originally planned for Saturday's home dash with Tottenham. 


Makinen Leads Catalunya Rally 

LLORET DE MAR, Spain: Finland's world champion Tommi 
Makinen took top spot in his Mitsubishi following the 681km 
second leg of the Catalunya rally on Tuesday. 

Makinen replaced the Subaru of overnight leader Colin McRae 
of Scotland at the top of the leader board although he has the 
same time as McRae’s Italian teammate Piero LiattL 
But organizers explained Makinen leads because in the day's last 
special, he was one second quicker than Uatti. 


Lewis in Record Books 

LONDON: Durham's Jonathan Lewis became only the second 
ever batsman to score a first-class century on debuts for two 
different counties on Tuesday's opening day of the English 
cricket season* 

Lewis hit 210 not out as Durham declared on 353 for two against 
Oxford University at the parks with the students limping to 36 
for six in response. 

In 1994, Lewis stroked 116 not out for Essex against Surrey at 
the oval and now joins Peter Bowler in the record books for 
scoring debut hundreds for two sides. 

Smith Wants England Place Back 

LONDON: Hampshire batsman Robin Smith is determined to 
force his way back into (he England side for this summer's ashes 
series against Australia. 

Smith's test career was sidelined 14 months ago by the former 
chairman of selectors Ray Illingworth after the winter tour to 
South Africa. 

But now Smith aims to impress Illingworth's successor David 
Graveney and the new selection paneiwhich includes two of his 
former England colleagues Graham Gooch and Mike Gatting. 
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, Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Mohammad Mayeli- 
Kohan, head coach of Iran’s na- 
tional soccer team, returning from 
Kuwait participated in an inter- 
view arid said, “The players in 
particular the young proved in the 
friendly match with Kuwait that 
they enjoy self-confidence. 


“We will give opportunity to 
the qualified young players' and all 
of (he players are equal to us.** 

He added that ninety percent of 
the national team lineup were our 
young players some of whom wore 
the national team shirt for the first 

time. Yet, they apart from the 
promising result played their roles 
. very well. 

When asked about Iran’s rivals 
in the first round of the World Cup 
qualifying matches, M ay eli- Ro- 
han replied, “We do not know 
much about Kyrgyzstan but Syria 
is completely known to us and also 
we have provided the videotape of 
the most recent matches of Ku- 
wait” 

Talking about the goalie Nima 
Nakissa, he explained that if he 
considers the disciplinary issues, 
be will be invited. 
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Tehran Times Service. '-. 
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TEHRAN — Ali Daei and Karim 
Bagheri, two perfect Iranian foot- 
ball players who were in Germany 
to sign a contract with one of Ger- 
man teams finally managed to 
reach an agreement with Annina 
Bilfidd, a team of German Bun- 
desfiga first division. 

The two-year contract immedi- 
ately starts after qualifying- 
matches of 1998 World Cup in the 
Asian Group 2. “Karim and 1 un- 
derwent some medical tests suc- 
cessfully," Ali Daei said, “I have 
received no money for the contract 
and 1 will be paid monthly." 

Although Annina Bilfield has a 
long history in football, it is not a 
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Tehran Taiies Service 

TEHRAN — Colonel Ashgar 
Majd-Abadi, head of Physical 
Education of Islamic Republic of 
Iran Ground Forces (1R1GF), in an 
exclusive interview with the Te- 
hran Times said, “Iran will host 
the World Armies Soccer Compe- 
titions to be held in June?” ~ 

He added that die Army of I.R. 
of Iran ranked second in last year's 
contests held in Syria. 

Majd-Abadi went on to say that 
the wrestling team of 1RIGF 
would participate in the competi- 
tions which are to be held in Syria. 

Asked about the 5th Army’s 
Cultural and Sport Festival which 
is in progress, head of Physical 


well-known dub in Europe. It has 
not gain e d a single honor during 
its 92 years of existence. Being 
coached by Ernest Midrope, die 
club is standing fourteenth now in 
the table. 

Bilfield wearing blue and white 
shirts, white shorts and blue socks 
owns a private stadium. Bilfield is 
a city three hours from Hamburg 
which is populated with 500,000. 

One question, however, re- 
mains unanswered. How come Ali 
Daei signed a contract with 
Annina Bilfield where some fa- 
mous clubs like Hamburg, Kais- 
erslautern, Munich 1860 and 
Dortmund showed their interest to 
attract him?! 




Education ofIRJGF replied, “The 
Islamic countries will participate 
in this festival next year. Mean- 
while, we are considering to hold 
the cultural and sport festival at 
international level in the future.’* 

He also explained that the 
ground has been prepared for three 
Islamic sports including shooting, 
swimming and riding in the next 
year's contests. 

At the end Majd-Abadi referred 
to the construction of cultural and 
sports complexes and said, “The 
biggest cultural and sports com- 
plex of the army will be built in 
Tehran ‘J Garrison’ by the end of 
the current year. 


Understanding Kung Fu 
as Described by a Master 

3v jil jC *" 

Skills of Kung Fu 

(Part 35} B 1 B S H B BBM 

in footwork which is like a MHr jHb|| 
v T^\jship in a turbulent sea move in Hflf 
— different directions and enable : Hk ; 

you to prevent your rival from blowing. HK a 

Using the footwork, you can be in differ- 
ent directions, sometimes on the left F 
side of the opponent, sometimes on the fr . 

right side and sometimes opposite your ij ] 

rival. Hence, he b not able to strike a blow on you. The power 
of sight b an important principle in fighting. You can defend 
against your opponent's blows or dodge if you enjoy good sight 
Also, you can strike determining blow on your opponent's 
susceptible part As mentioned before, you may leant it (blowing 
on susceptible parts of the rival's body) by using punching bag. 
You should also avoid unnecessary blows since you will be 
exhausted if the match continues. So, you have to strike effective 
blows. For instance, try to minimize the unnecessary blows and 
strike one effective blow instead often futile ones. In summary, 
fighting should derive from your feeling. To confuse the oppo- 
nent, you have to apply your own method and in thb way spoil 
hb defensive position. Of course, the assessment of an amateur 
challenger due fo hb irregular movements can be difficult He 
may defend earlier than the expected time or even may hold 
your arm. In thb regard, you should be patient and use just 


tfij 



simple or direct offensive techniques as soon as you find the 
chance, i.e. you have to avoid complicated attacks. Since an 
amateur's attack has an irregular rhythm, it may deceive even 
the most skillful challengers. In thb case, try to dbtance yourself 
from him and let him come toward you. A good challenger never 
applies the same method in different fights. He gives variety to 
hb techniques through using simple and complicated defen- 
sives attacks and movements. He abo changes hb position and 
dbtance according to the skills. As some rules say, "Do not use 
complicated techniques unless, you are in urgent need of them. 
So, you have to use the simple movements and in case they 
cannot be effective, you should apply the complicated tech- 
niques. 
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Chemical Weapon Victims Dcmonstrdte Outside German Massy 
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An official of Mostazafkn and 
Janbazan Foundation announced 
here Wednesday that 60,000 Ira- 
nian war veterans were wounded 
as a result of the application of 


chemical warfare by Iraq during 
die eight years of imposed war. 

Head of Public Relations Office 
of the foundation's Department for 
Disabled, Parviz Kaiium, attend- 
ing the rallies held by war veterans 
in front of the German Embassy, 


added that the veterans have been 
suffering from their injuries. 

Most of the wounded have been 
sent to the European countries for 
medical treatment and others have 
been under care inside die coun- 
try, he added. 


Arafat and Levy Pledge to 
Resume Peace Talks 


VALLETTA — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat met Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy here 
on Wednesday for talks that were 
bailed as a “first step” towards 
getting die derailed Middle East 
peace process back on track. 

The meeting, on the sidelines of 
die Euro-Mediterranean Confer- 
ence, was die first time Arafat bad 
met any senior Israeli since work 
began on die construction of new 
Jewish housing in disputed East 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas on March 18, 
straining the peace process break- 
ing point. 

It also came just ahead of U. S. 
Envoy Dennis Ross’s arrival in 
Israel as part of a new push by 
Washington to get both sides talk- 
ing to one another again. 

Palestinian Spokesman Mar- 
wan Kanafani described the meet- 
ing as a warm meeting between 


Arafet and Levy . 

“Nothing of substance was dis- 
cussed but we consider this as a 
positive step, as a goodwill step,” 
he said. There had been an “ex- 
change of ideas and a recommit- 
ment to the peace process.” he 
said. 

“Of course we have not re- 
solved all the problems,” Levy 
said. “We win have to continue to 
work to overcome the difficulties 
but the wish and will is mntu*l ” 

Levy and Arafat were never 
alone throughout the meeting, 
which was also attended by Dutch 
Foreign Minister Hans Van 
Mierio, Egypt's Amr Mussa, 
France Herve de Charette and Pal- 
estinian Minuter for International 
Cooperation Nabil Shaath. 

Van Mierio left after 20 min- 
utes and the others continued chat- 
ting for another 40 minutes. “We 


UN Human Rights Commission 
Condemns Rights Abuse in Iraq 


GENEVA — The UN human 
rights commission on Wednesday 
slammed “massive and extremely 
grave” human rights abuses in 
Iraq and called on Baghdad to dis- 
tribute goods bought under a new 
od-fbr-fbod deal fairly. 


, In a resolution approved by 31 
of the S3 member countries, the 
commission said rights abuses in 
Iraq resulted in an “all -pervasive 
repression and oppress! cm sus- 
tained by broad-based discrimina- 
tion and widespread terror.” 

It pointed in particular to sum- 
mary and arbitrary executions and 
"widespread systematic torture in 
its most cruel forms.” 


It called on the government to 
“ensure equitable distribution 
without discrimination to the Iraqi 
population of the humanitarian 
supplies purchased with the pro- 
ceeds of Iraqi oil." 

The UN imposed sanctions on 


Iraq alter the invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. However, under UN 
Resolution 986 which came into 
force in December, Baghdad is 
allowed to export $2.2 billion 
worth of oil every six months -in 
order to buy essential food and 
medicine. 

The UN commission called on 
Iraq to “release immediately all 
Kuwaitis and nationals of cither 
states who may still be held in 
detention” following the end of the 
Persian Gulf war and to “establish 
the whereabouts and resolve the 
fate of the remaining several hun- 
dred missing persons.” 

It also demanded tint Baghdad 
“cease immediately its repressive 
practices aimed at the Iraqi Kurds 
in the north” as well as those in 
southern marsh regions where it 
said drainage projects had “pro- 
voked environmental destruction 
and a deterioration of the situation 
of the civilian population.” 

(AFP) 


did not expect anything concrete 
from this meeting,*’ said Van 
Mierio, who had led efforts to 
ensure it took (dace. 

“But it is a first step and I am 
very happy. ” 

Israel’s move to begin con- 
struction in East Bait-ul-Moqad- 
das has unleashed a wave of 
violent protests in the Palestinian 
territories and prompted Arab 
states to freeze the normalization 
of their ties with the Jewish state 
and restore heir traditional eco- 
nomic boycott 

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu has refused to bow to in- 
tense international pressure to stop 
the settlement, insisting that East 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas is an integral 
part of its natio n al capital. Levy 
reiterated here that Israel did not. 
regard (he city’s status as nego- 
tiable. 

The Palestinians see the Arab 
part of the city as their capital in a 
future independent stale and have 
denounced what they see as Netan- 
yahu’s abandoning of the principle 
of “land for peace” tint under- 
pinned the Oslo peace accords. 

(APT) 


Arab League Slants 
Israel on Qflna 
Massacre Aonirasary 


CAIRO — Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdel Meguid on 
Wednesday denounced Israel's oc- 
cupation of a border strip in South 
Lebanon, on the first anniversary 
of the Qana ma s s a c re. 

He urged the UN Security 
Council to force Israel to pull out, 

in a statement to mark the deaths 

% 

of 105 civilians at a- UN refugee 
camp in Qana, South Lebanon, in 
an Israeli artillery attack last April 
18. 

The killings took place during 
Israel's “grapes of wrath” opera- 
tion against Hezbollah in Leba- 


Syria Wariis of Peace Process 
Threat no Euromed Partnership 


VALLETTA — Syria warned 
Wednesday that a collapse of the 
Middle East peace process will 
scupper attempts to construct 
long-term economic, political and 
security ties between Europe and 
the Mediterranean. 

A Euro-Mediterranean partner- 
ship launched in Barcelona in 1995 
was underpinned by moves to- 
wards a lasting Arab-Israeli peace, 
Foreign Minister Faruq al -Share 
told a conference of 27 countries 
here. 

"It is neither realistic or objec- 
tive to talk about political or secu- 
rity objectives if we ignore the fate 
of the peace process, the collapse 
of which may well lead to the 
collapse of the Barcelona proc- 
ess,” Share said. 

Shara also issued & warning that 

Israel’s current attitude to the 
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IRAN... 


Muslims seeking answers about all 
aspects of their religion, he added. 


The center will bring together 
scholars and teachers from the 
academia, as well as the seminar- 
ies and will try to focus on ques- 
tions Muslims face in the everyday 
lives, and will try to provide com- 
prehensive and logical answers to 
any question posed by Muslims 
worldwide. 

He also said fa t a congress 
focusing on die role of religious 
leadership in the unity of Muslims 
will be also planned for die near 
future. “We have already taken 
the preliminary steps with die help 
of seminary scholars and profes- 
sors from our universities,” He 
added. . 

Dr. Mahfoozi who is also mem- 
ber of die Public Culture Council 
further elaborated on the rule of 
institute and said that die primary 
focus of the canter will be to sup- 
port scholars and conduct exhaus- 
tive research on the goals and 
ideals of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 

He also talked about the incal- 
culable sacrifices of the sacred de- 
fense years by minions who gave 
all in fighting tyranny and evil, 
and said that although we won the 
battles and triumphed in the 
trenches and the fronts, we seem 
to still lag _behind the ideals we 
have set ourselves when faced 
with the history of the war aca- 
demically and ideologically- 

"With the help of our re- 
searchers owl scholars we intend 
and hope to remedy this soon,” He 
added 
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250... 


“The number of Indian people 
who died so for is maybe around 
150,” said die official, "Aimj ttw» 
pilgrims from Pakistan, 
Thailand, and were 

also among the victims' of Tues- 
day's blaze. 

The last official &»mK toll put 
the number of dead at 217 and 
the injured at 1,290. 

The fire ripped through 70,000 
tents at Mina erected by pilgrims 
performing the annual Muslim pil- 
grimage to the holy city of Mecca, 
home of Islam’s holiest shrines. 

(AFT) 


peace process could only lead “to 
an increase in tension and extrem- 
ism and weaken peaceful inclina- 
tions in the region." 

The peace process had to be got 

back (Mi track "before the region 
starts witnessing other approaches 
fraught with danger,” he warned. 

Damascus has stressed its ad- 
herence to "land for peace,” be 
said, and wanted “to build on what 
was already achieved.” 

Syria insists that it will not re- 
sume negotiations with Israel un- 
less it first agrees to return the 
entire Golan Heights, which the 
Jewish state captured in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister 
Shim on Peres broke off foe talks 
in February 1996 in order to con- 
centrate on May elections in which 
he was defeated by Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. 

Since then, foe Israeli govern- 
ment 'lias rejected the principle of 
land for peace, backing away from 
commitments that had been 
reached,” Share said. 

Arab-IsraeH ties have deterio- 
rated sharply since Israel began 
work on a Jewish bousing project 
in disputed East Bait-ul-Moqaddas 
^n March 18. 

(AFT) 
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ARMY’S... 


Gholsmreza Safaei, released a 
st a fma*nt, felicitating the nation 
on the occasion of foe Army Day 
on Friday April 18. 

Part of tiw statement reads that 
foe lea der of foe righteous ones, 
foe late Im a m Khomeini, pro- 
claimed foe bonds of fraternity 
between the nation and the proud 
anny by declaring April 18 as foe 
Army Day at foe dawn of the 
blessed Islamic revolution. 

The statement said foe Army 
Day Is the day of affirming soli- 
darity and gratitude of foe sup- 
ports and sacrifices of foe nation, 

day of asserting allegiance to foe 
late Imam Khomeini and day of 
swearing allegiance with the 
leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
Ayatollah Scyed Ali KhaxneneL 


(Contd from Pg.7) 


FRESH... 

well as to work against heart dis- 
ease, Shibamoto said. 

Shibamoto said these healthfal 
antioxidants can be found in both 

regular and decaffeinated coffees. 

The antioxidant level in foe aroma 
of one cup of coffee would be 
equivalent to three oranges, his 
tests showed. 

To benefit from these chemi- 
cals, the coffee must be both 
smelled and consumed during foe 
first 10 minutes after br e win g and 
pouriqg, Shibamoto said. 

If you leave the coffee sitting 
far too long, foe chemicals will be 
lost, he said. 

Shibamoto cautioned coffee 
drinkers against their 

copsmiptkin of coffee based on 
the results of his study, saying 
farther research was needed. 

Shibamoto's findings, pre- 
sented recently at the American 
Chemical Society conference In 
San Francisco, were based on test- 

tube studies of coffee's com- 
pounds. He said foe next step 
would be tests on animals. 

(BMHimt) 
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UK... 


apart from those at foe meeting 
who vowed to vote Ccssenwtot 
Many said they had yet tomaktm 
their minds. ^ 


At foe cafcde market in nearby 
Heiston, formers discussed grimly 
what should be done with hapless 
Agriculture Minister Douglas 
Hogg, widely blamed for 
m i shandfing acrisKowni^i^i. 
disease which helped force down 
meat prices. 

That bloody Hogg — you watt 
to put him in his bloody, hot and 
float him down foe fames. He's 
cost us thousand of pounds 
shouted one cattle nfai , I've never 
seen such a balls-up by foe 
politicians. It makes me sick. 

Fefiow former Doug Fakerwas 

in more relaxed mood bat raid foe 
Conservatives had no choice is St 
Ives. Over the last" 18 yean 
they've done well butftey'vegcoe 
to sleep. It’s time foracfcnge, he 
said. 

EU Policy Has 
Industry Hard 

Another .traditional 
Conservative bulwark is Newiyn, 
one of England's' busiest 
ports. 

But Trawfermen complain foe 
government has failed to push 
through changes to foe EU’g 
common fisheries policy, winch 
they say encourages other nations 
to take British fish stocks. 

At foe end, despite all foe fine 
words, nothing is ever done which 
makes any difference, said 
Townsend, head of foe Cornish 
Fish Profoicers* Association. 

It is no comqdenco that foe 
local referendum party cand&date . 
is Mick Faulkner, who has 
Trawled foese waters for 17 yens 
and says Newlyn'a 3,000 
fishermen will vote for turn. 

All good news for George as he 
starts c anvassing for vo te s , but Ms 
smiles turn to scowls when a 
minibus equipped with 
loudspeakers suddenly appears oe 
the same street to cxnqxugnivcisfiy 
for tbe main oppootian Labour 
Party. 

We have labour campaigning 
very hard to elect a Conservative. 
No sane person can figure out why 
they’re doing tins, George said 
testily, reflecting fours that labour 
could split foe opposition vote and 
let the Conservatives back in. 

llw man msufe toe bus. Labour 
candidate Chris Fegsn, is 
surprisingly confident given tint 
he has to gain 15,000 extra votes 
to stand any charge of winning the 
seat Bid he says Labour, tipped to 
win the national election, is 
unstoppable. 

We see labour's policy of 
introducing a mmiirau a wage. as 
the answer to Cornwall's 
problems. There are people 
working on piece rates on farms 
and coming away with 10 pounds 
(16) at the end of foe day, besaid. 
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URUMIEH 


ing between 13 and 30 years. • 
West Azerbaijan, bordering 
some three countries, is on foe 
target of cultural invasion. 

• Creation of the bouses for foe 
youth may do weQ toward hi#- 
lighting foe cultural awareness of 
the young generation. Other 

houses, however, should be esteh- 

fished in different border cities of 
foe pro vince — and similarly is &U 
border provinces — to work on the 
young strata, to cope with foe cul- 
tural invasion, and picture bright 
future for foe young generation. 
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Previous Disasters to Hit the 

of Handover 

HONG KONG — ■ Fewer people 
a/e looking forward to Hoag 
Kong's return to Ph™, although 
there is overaU optimism about the 
territory’s economic future, a poll 
showed here Tuesday. 

Fifty-seven percent of the 586 
People polled said they would fed 
happy cm June 30 when Britain 
hands back die territory after more 
than 150 years of British rale. 

It was a fell of nine percent 
compared with the results of a 
February poll, ami was the first 
drop since August last year, the 
survey said. 

The survey cranes amid a row 
over a decision by the 
government to b i l l 1 ? on civil 

liberties which would ban political - 
parties from donations 

from abroad as well as per mission 

to hold demonstrations. SUBAI — The huge fire that swept -July 1990: A massive crush in -July 1987: Saudi security 

The Asian commercial Re- through pilgrims’ tents near the the Mina tunnel, which leads pH- forces with banian pilgrims 
search LttL's survey, c om ntis- holy Saudi city of Mecca on grimsup to the holy sites of Mount holding demonstrations g game t t«. 

sioned by the South China Tuesday, kill i n g 217 people by Arafat, causes 1,426 mostly Asian rad and dm United States. 

Morning Post, said the naznberof official count, is just foe latest in pilgrims to die from asphyxiation. 

people laddered fay die transition m 1“8 line of recent tragedies at The authorities said the turners - Nov 1979: Several hundred 

rose from 11 to 17 percent. the annual Muslim pilgrimage. ventilation system broke down. armed men hostile to the Saudi 

However, respondents were- ~ May 1995: Three pilgrims - July 1989: A double bomb government barricaded them- 

more optimistic about Hong died, 99 injured in a fire at a camp attack killed one person and selves inside Mecca’s great 

Kong’s economic future, with near Mina wounded 16 others. Sixteen Shia moaque for two weeks, taking pd- 

77.9% believing it will- be good, ‘ May 1994: A total of 270 Muslims from Kuwait were con- grims hostage. The braiding is 

with only 14.4% gloomy. pilgrims were killed when crowds victed of carrying out the attacks stormed with die help of French 

Just under 48 percent felt con- surged forward uncontrollably and executed two months later. com m andos sent by Paris at Ri- 

fident about political freedoms in during the “stoning of Satan” -July 1989: Bight days after the yadh’s request An official toll put 

the next 12 months, white afanort ceremony at Mina. The authorities bomb attack, five Pakistani ptl- the dead at 153, with 560 

44 percent were not Marne die record numbers of pal- grims were killed and 34 injured wounded. 

(Afpy grims attending the Hajj. in a fire in their camp. (AFP) 




TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras — 
Just as its neighbors are emerging 
from years of war and economic 
turmoil, Honduras, long one of tbe 
more stable countries of Central 
America, Is facing this Novem- 
ber’s presidential elections in a 
state of disarray. 

Economic stagnation has 
hropgitawave of crime and social 
unrest to Honduras in President 
Carlos Roberto Reins’* last year 
in office. Analysts say his attempts 
to modernize a country once 
considered the quintessential 
banana republic have gone awry. 

Reina swept into office in 1994 
pledging to curb die power of the 
military, sweep out corruption and 
introduce a government with a 
human face. The Hondnran 
military received millions of 
dollars in UJ». aid during the 
1980s as Washington sought to 
qdell the spread of communism 
from neighboring Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and Guatemala. 

Reina, watching , political 
extremism d i mi ni sh in the region, 
took the chance to cap the 
military’s might, . troop 

numbers and stri p pi ng generals of 
privileges. But popular support for 
his stance against generals, who 
have wielded tremendous power 
throughout the country's history, 
has been eclipsed by his failure to 
faring prosperity to the second 
poorest nation in Latin America 
after Haiti. 

A CID-Gallup . poll in 
December said 54 percent of 
Hondurans rated his government 
very bad because of their 
economic plight. Since then, die 
slide has been even more 
pronounced. 

Strikes and marches have 
forced Reina to backtrack on 
adjustment policies aimed at 
reducing tbe fiscal deficit. In one 


notable climbdown, the 
government caved in and awarded 
salary hikes to striking health 
workers in February. 

Fuelling even more loss of 
popular support for Reina, 
analysts say. Is a crime wave dot 
has mushroomed partly because of 
the country's economic woes. 
Murders, robberies, kidnappings 
and mysterious political killings 
that have many fearing a 
resurgence of death squad 
activities have soared this year, 
according to analysts. 

The government’s attempts to 
shrug off the crime wave as no 
worse than anywhere else in 
Central America have only served 
to deepen anger and frustrations. 
In a nation that was spared much 
of the region’s revolutionary 
bloodshed in die 1980s, some of 
the crimes have had dark political 
undertones. 

Five U.S. fast-food outlets 
were bombed in San Pedro Sola, 
Honduras’ sweltering second city, 
in February,' a day before a huge 
series of marches by left-wing 
unions. No one was lolled. 

In January, a bomb was defused 
just in time to keep it from blowing 
the roof off the Tegucigalpa 
complaints office of the state 
electricity company. Energy rates 
were hiked 25 percent on the day 
of the foiled attack. 

Unions have organized 
widespread strikes to protest the 
economic decay, accusing Reina 
of acting as an agent of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) with his austerity policies. 

But even the IMF is not totally 
behind Reina's government 

Deep Budget Cuts Still 
Fan Short 


In March, government 
ministers announced deep public 
budget cuts to win new credits 
from die IMF but die so-called 
monitored accord foil short of 
expectations. Facing a social 
backlash if it reined in public 
spending any farther, the 
government was able to aim only 
for a 3.5 percent budget deficit in 
1997, higher than die 3.4 percent 
the previous year and well above 
the 2.0 percent the IMF had 
sought. 

As a consequence, the IMF 
offered to loan the country only 
120 nriUioa to 140 million this 
year, short of the 200 million it' 
had planned to lend. The loans are 
crucial considering Honduras’ 
entire operating budget is just 994 
million. 

Reina’s efforts to cut die budget 
deficit have failed to curb; 
inflation. Annualized prices 
through February rose 26.8 
percent, up from 21.4 percent in 
die previous 12-month period. 

Economic growth was 3.5 
percent in 1996, short of the 
government’s four percent target 
and no improvement on 1995. 

With jobs scarce and prices of 
baste goods sach as rice and beans 
rising, housewives have talma to 
the streets in protest and 
Hondurans have taken matters into 
their own hands. 

Armed robbers have gunned 
down employers to grab workers’ 
paychecks and bank robberies 
have ballooned. 

Fighting the rising tide of 
lawlessness, a mob in the village 
of San Jose, 120 miles (190 1cm) 

northwest ofTegucigalpa, clubbed 

to death three brothers who were 
well-known local thieves last 
month. The mob then tamed its 
flnar liftteg oo Che robbers' mother. 


hacking her to pieces. No one was 
arrested. 

Backtrack on Military 
Powers 

Another Reina backtrack has 
been his on-again, off-again 
efforts to dilute militaiy powers. 
Analysts say he rowed back on 
some of his policies to offset his 
increasing isolation. 

After slashing die size of the 
army by introducing a flawed 
scheme to encourage volunteers, 
he permitted a return of paid 
recruitment this year. 

In three months, army numbers 
have jumped around 3 ,000 to some 
11,000, analysts say. But he has 
not yet achieved a total 
reconciliation with the generals, 
still the guardians of law and order 
in Honduras even after civilian 
rule began in 1980. 

Along with slashing troop 
numbers, Reina took away the 
military’s control of some vital 
economic interests such as the 
Honduran telephone company 
Hondutel, the only profitable 
state-owned company. ^ The 
military were nonplused and 'their 
grievances have been heard by the 
opposition National Party. 

Nora Gtmera, presidential 
candidate of the National Party, 
said she would rely on the army 
and die police force it controls to 
keep her pledge to combat rising 
crime, social upheavals and 
endemic corruption. 

Only strong armed forces can 
tackle these problems, die told 
Reuters. Generals know she 
comes to them as a firm ally. 

Gtmera is the widow of former 
strongman Gen. Joan Alberto 
Melgar Castro, die country’s de 
facto ruler from 1975 to 1978. 

(Rmtiar) 


Runners Under Starter’s Orders for 


Indian PM Job After Crisis Ends 


NEW DELHI — Lending candi- 
dates bidding to replace H. D- 
Deve Gowda as India’s prime min- 
ister came under starter’s orders 
after the country’s political crisis 
blew over. 

A series of names were being 
touted just hours after the Con- 
gress CD Party confirmed it would 
support a new coalition led by Che 
United Front multi-party alliance 
in order to avoid fresh general 
elections. 

The Congress peace declara- 
tion late Monday came after H. D. 
Deve Gowda, deposed as prime 
minister in a confidence vote last 
wfeek, agreed to stand down as 
United Front leader. 

G. K. Moopanar, the leader of 
a Tamil regional party in the 13- 
party center-left front, has 
emerged as the front-runner for 
the prime minister's job, accord- 
ing to a source within the alliance. 

N. Chandrababu Naidu, who 
also leads a regional party and is 
chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, 
was also named as a contender. 

Both figured prominently in 
media reports Tuesday speculating 
over the change of leadership, 
which the United Front says will 
take place on April 20. 

The Congress, which engi- 
neered the downfall of the United 
Front minority coalition after 
backing it for 10 months, had told 
its former ally it would only renew 
its backing if Deve Gowda went. 

-Congress spokesman Ved 
Prakash told AFP that “the politi- 
cal crisis has ended”, adding; 
“they (United Front) are at liberty 
to choose any leader who can carry 
out efficiently various programs, 
such as to fight poverty and see 
that secular forces are strength- 
ened. 

“We will not interfere in the 
process of selecting a new 
leader.” But he added: “They 
know why the previous leader 
foiled. They should look deep into 
their own house and choose an 
efficient leader.’’ 

The rapid reconciliation be- 


tween die two sides stems from 
their mutual fear of fresh general 
elections, only 11 months after 
previous polls left a hung Parlia- 
ment. 

Both fear elections would 
strengthen the Hindu nationalists, 
the third major power bloc in Par- 
liament and who they accuse of 
religious intolerance. 

Tbe initial pact last year by the 
United Front and the Congress 
was drawn up to keep the nation- 
alists, tbe larges! single party in 
Parliament, out of power. 

Prakash said Congress was 
committed to help form “a proper, 
strong and stable government*' 
and said it wanted “to ensure that 
the coordination gap which existed 
before is bridged so as to forge a 
better understanding between the 
Congress and the United Front.” 

On Monday, after a meeting of 
fob party’s think tank, a Congress 
‘statement called on “everyone to 
forget the acrimony of the recent 
past” and called for a new boost to 
“the battle of combatting commu- 
nalism.” 

How long a new front-con- 
gress coaltion can last, however, 
has been questioned by the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian People’s Party). 

It argues that the Congress 
withdrawal of support to the front 
government on March 30 was 
prompted not by an attempt to get 
rid of Deve Gowda, but to form its 
own government 

It backed down after the front’s 
parties refused to regroup behind 
Congress, the BJP says,, but still 
hankers after power. 

BJP leader Atal Behari Va- 
jpayee said Monday President 
Shankar Dayal S harms should not 
allow a carbon-copy front coali- 
tion with Congress backing to be 
reinstalled. 

“It will be the greatest mockery 
of the nation,” he said. “There is 
no guarantee how long such a com- 
bination would last.” 

(AFP) 


Kemp Already Eyeing 2000 Presidential Bid 


WASHINGTON — Just when 
voters thought they had put the 
U.S. presidential election behind 
them, the rim for 2000 is already 
rearing its head. 

Jack Kemp, the Republican 
Party’s 1996 vice presidential 
candidate, is wasting no time in 
laying the groundwork for a 
presidential bid in 2000. 

Kemp heads to the midwest 
state of Iowa — site of the first 


of friends in Iowa and New 
Hampshire.” 

Iowa's Cau c uses represent the 
first political event of the presi- 
dential election in 2000. New 
Hampshire is the site of the coun- 
try's first primary elections in 
dial year. 

“Look, I learned a lot in *96,” 
said Kemp, who was on the los- 
ing Republican ticket with Presi- 
dential Candidate Bob Dole last 


presidential caucuses in the 
spring of 2000 — for a speaking 
engagement, he told CNN. 

“This is the third time I’ve 
been to Iowa. I plan to go back,” 
he said, noting that ‘T ve got a lot 


year. 

“It was a great experience. It 
whetted my appetite. I want to be 
a part of the struggle for the heart 
and soul of the Republican 
Party.” (AFP) 
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AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 
. TEPPAN YAKI 
M - TATAMIROOM 

.SUSHI BAR 

Mi mm# 

I i Japanese Restaurant 

I jP No. 30 Shahid Kodami (Byan St.) 

KaL-L -jgdey. VanakSq., Tehran 
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Tank i Rescues pregnant Cjreek f Woman 

KOMOTINI, Greece — The Greek army rent a took Ur a 
snow-bound mountain village in the northeast to take a 
pregnant woman to hospital to give birth, a local source said 
Wednesday. 

The mayor of the small village of Kechros asked the district 
gover no r for help m transporting the 29-year-old woman, 
Aiase Kelesmekmet, who gave birth to a boy , herfourth child, 
in the hospital in Komotinz. 

Kelesmekmet is a member of a minority Muslim commit- ! 
nity of Bulgarian origin, the source added. lAFPi 1 


Rebel Leader Arrives in S. Africa for 
Talks With Mandela 

CAPE TOWN — Zairean rebel 

leader Laurent Kabila arrived in ^ ifc. 

South Africa on Wednesday for . 

talks with President Nelson Man- . 

dela, giving new impetus to efforts 9|HP._ 

to end the civil war in Zaire. 

Kabila, who left Zaire’s second "" — 

city Lubumbashi in a South Afri- J.-V _ ■** = * -- 

can jet earlier in the day and then # v, ; ^ ^ ^ ~~ ^j|i 

arrived a Ysterplaat Airforce base ' w m £ 

Swanepoel said. s 

Mohamed Sahnoun, the UN jf W- 

and Organization of African Unity * 

peace process, South Africa's jjy 

Deputy Foreign M mister Aziz Pa- 
had were also to attend the meet- 

The meeting was scheduled to 

parliamentary office. 

Quoting official sources, public ‘ ^fljKB P ' 

radio said rt»«f Mandela is meeting "' 

Kabila in the hope of setting up a LUBUMBASHI, Zaire (April 15): A soldier of rebel leader Lauren 
meeting in South Africa between °«* ire Kabila's troops gestures in Lubumbashi. Kabila (Hum 
the rebel leader and Zaire’s ailing phantfy entered Zaire's second city April 14 while security force: 
President Mobutu Sese Seko. loyal to President Mobutu Sese Seko opened fire in Kinshasa t< 

Other sources told AFP that if disperse protesters as an opposition stay-at-home strike brough 
such a meeting were to take (dace, the capital to a standstill. Kabila was expected to fly early April 11 
it would almost definitely take into South Africa from Lubumbashi. 

place in South Africa. (AFP) (afp photo) 

Arsonists Kill 12 OWnAA Don^n’r/WA A mi# 


r.“i :. *1 Isa 
,3 "*J U lira 


interanfionol news 


PAGE 16 


APRIL 17, 1997 


M 3 






In Portuguese Fire 

LISBON — Hooded men burst 
into a northern Portuguese 
discotheque early Wednesday 
and set fire to the establishment 
leaving 12 people dead, police 
said. 

Most of the bodies of the dead, 
who included four men and eight 
women, were found close to a 
blocked fire exit leading to an 
interior courtyard, firemen said. 

Fourteen people were also in- 
jured, nine of them seriously, 
firemen said. Hospital staff said 
earlier that one of those hurt suf- 
fered gunshot wounds. 

The arsonists entered the 
“Mea Culpa" Club in Amarante, 
50 kilometres (30 miles): east of 
Porto, at 0330 GMT arid over- 
powered the 40 people inside, a 
police sp o kesman said. They then 
doused the place with fuel and set 
fire to it. 

According to firemen, it was 
the second time is less timn a year 
that a fire had broken out is the 
nightclub. (AFP) 


LUBUMBASHI, Zaire (April 15): A soldier of rebel leader Laurent 
Desire Kabila's troops gestures in Lubumbashi. Kabila trium- 
phantly entered Zaire's second city April 14 while security forces 
loyal to President Mobutu Sese Seko opened fire in Kinshasa to 
disperse protesters as an opposition stay-at-home strike brought 
the capital to a standstill. Kabila was expected to fly early April 15 
into South Africa from Lubumbashi. 

(AFPPBOTOi 

Prince Ranariddh Arrives 
Back in Cambodia 


Niger Aircraft 
Kills All 13 on 
Board 

NIAMEY — A military aircraft 
crashed early Wednesday just 
outside the airport of Niger’s 
capital Niamey, killing all 13 
people on board, the armed 
forces said here. 

Rescue workers told AFP that 
most of the six passengers and 
seven crew were burnt to death 
and that one passenger was de- 
capitated as he was thrown out of 
the plane. 

Those on board the doomed 
flight, which crashed at about 
5:00 a.m. (0400 GMT) dose to 
Soreye village on the eastern out- 
skirts of the city, included presi- 
dential envoys. 

Earlier on Wednesday, na- 
tional radio gave the number of 
dead as nine. 

The victims were buried later 
in the day. 

The cause of the accident, 
which aeronautical sources said 
was the first involving a Niger 
army aircraft since independence 
in 1960, is not yet dear. (AFP) 


^Toirvcm to ^Budd ^World's Drott ^Tcnvcr 

TAIPEI — An iron tower measuring 550 meters (1,825 fast) in , 
height would be built in Taipei or in the southern dig, of 
Kaahsiung. 

It would be nine meters (nearly 30 feet) higher Aon the CN 
Tower in Toronto , Canada. 

The Tokyo Tower stands 333 meters (1099 feet) and the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris stands 300 meters (990 feet). 

* (AFT) 


Aid for Albania Unloaded os 
Vraniliky Meets Leaders 


TIRANA — Food aid for Albania 
was unloaded Wednesday at the 
country's main port as the 
international mediator for the 
troubled country, Franz 
Vranitzky, met with senior 
government officials in the 
capital. 

Flour, beans and vegetable oil 
were unloaded from a ship in (he 
port of Durres which is being 
safeguarded by French troops 
who landed in the impoverished 
Balkan country on Tuesday. 

The food aid, from the UN 
World. Food Program, is to be 
distributed in the coming days. 

The French troops are pan of 
a 6,000-strong multinational se- 
curity force tor Albania, whose 
job is to guard the port and other 
strategic sites in Albania to en- 
able much-needed aid to reach its 
target. 

Vranitzky, who heads die mis- 
sion to Albania of the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Cooperation 
for Europe (OSCE), held meet- 
ings with Prime Minister 


Basfakim Fino and other ndmstezs 
Wednesday morning. 

He later met with leadbs of 
Albania’s political parties who 
are represented in the country’s 
temporary government of recon- 
ciliation. (AFP) 

Earthquake Rocks 
Northwest China 

HONG KONG — A strong 
earthquake estimated at 5.8 on 
the Richter scale jolted northwest 
China, the Royal Hong Kong 
observatory said on Wednesday. 

The epicentre of the quake, 
detected at 0226 local time (1826 
GMT), we initially determined 
to be about 80 km east of Kashi 
in Xinjiang Province, the royal 
observatory said in a statement. 

Nine people were killed and 
60 injured in the Xinjiang region 
last week after a powerful earth- 
quake measuring 6.6. The tremor 
and a series of aftershocks turned 
the town of Jiashi into a tent city 
as frightened residents fled 
homes and offices. (Reuter) 


Japan Government Lodges Criminal Complaint Against Unclear Operator 


PHNOM PENH — Cambodia’s 
first Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh returned to 
Phnom Penh Wednesday on a 
royal air Cambodgd, flight from 
Singapore amid tight security. 

He went straight to his bouse, 
sources said. 

Prince Ranariddh is president 
of the royalist Funcinpec Party 
which launched a broadside ver- 
bal offensive Wednesday after a 
call for the prince to be sacked. 

Funcinpec Radio accused 
Minister of State Ung Phan of 
being a traitor and said his call to 
dump Prince Ranariddh was a 
plot by the "crazy Vietnamese." 

About 100 heavily-armed 
commandos escorted the prince’s 
motorcade, which included — 
apparently for the first time — 
twG so-called "technicals," or 
pickups with machineguns 
mounted cn them. 


Reporters were not allowed 
onto the Tarmac where be was 
met by top Funcinpec Party and 
military officials. Prince 
Ranariddh waved and smiled as 
be was driven away from the air- 
port. 

It was not clear if the prince 
would respond personally to Ung 
Phan's charges of incompetence. 

(AFP) 


TOKYO — A Japanese 
government agency lodged a 
criminal .complaint Wednesday 
against executives of a state-run 
nuclear power company for 
covering up details of the 
country’s worst nuclear accident 
last month. 

The science and technology 
agency lodged the complaint with 
police in lbaraki prefecture, 
where the Power Reactor and Nu- 
clear Fuel Development Corp. 
(Donen) operates the plant some 
115 kilometers (70 miles) north 
of Tokyo. 

"We accused Donen and sev- 
eral officials of false reporting 


charges, " an agency official said. 

If convicted of falsifying re- 
ports, fines of up to 200,000 yen 
($1,590) will be_ imposed. The 
action marks the first time the 
agency has lodged such a com- 
plaint against a corporation under 
its wing. 

News reports said the 
agency's complaint was targeted 
at three officials in managerial 
posts as well as the company it- 
self. 

Riichiro Chflcaoka, the state 
minister jjj charge of the agency, 
told a news conference the acci- 
dent and cover-up were "ex- 
tremely regrettable,” saying they 




COLOMBO — Sri Lankan 
security forces ambushed a group 
of suspected Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas, killing at least five of 
them, the Defense Ministry here 
said Wednesday. 

Troops attacked the men be- 
hoved to be from the separatist 
liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) in toe district of Trinco- 
malee on Tuesday, the ministry 
said. 

It said that the rebels a t tacked 


two army sentry points in the 
northern peninsula of Jaffna on 
Tuesday, wounding three sol- 
diers. 

The Tiger guerrillas are lead- 
ing a drawn-out B»m p« ig w for 
independence in the island’s 
northern and eastern regions 
where toe two million Tamil mi- 
nority is concentrated. 

More than 50,000 people have 
been killed in the drawn-out con- 
flict once 1972. (AFP) 


NEW YORK, NY, United States (April 15): Survivors of violence and supporters wear masks at a 
of several hundred in Mid-town Manhattan New York to mark National Victims Rights Week! The 
masks worn at the rally, organized by the National Organization of Victim Services, symbolize the 
emotKmal wail many victims erect to hide their suffering and to shield themselves from the msensttivify 


“undermined people's confi- 
dence in nuclear "power overall.” 

"I will take an initiative to 
shed fight on this case, wink 
making utmost efforts towards 
fundamental reforms of Donen,” 
Chflcaoka said. 

cm 
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SRINAGAR, India — A 
powerful Kashmiri separatist 
group Wednesday appealed for 
the release of four Westers 
tourists abducted by fellow 
guerrillas nearly two years ago. 

"The release can end toe anxi- 
ety and woes of their (hostages’) 
near and dear ones,” a brief state- 
ment from the Harkat-ul- Ansar, 
-said. 

The hostages — Americas 
Donald Hutchings, German Dai 
Hasert and Britons Keith Mangan 
and Paul Wells — were among 
six Westerners seized by guunea 
in July 1995 while trekking in 
Pahalgam district. 

An American, John Childs, 
managed to escape, while Nor- 
wegian Hans Christian Ostrowas 
beheaded in August 1995 by 
captors after New Delhi refused 
to release 15 jailed guerrillas. 

The abduction was claimed ty 
.Al Karan, which Indian ©ffickb j 
say is a front organization of 
'Harakat. 

Wednesday's aim ounce®® 1 
by Harkat came after visions 
relatives of die British hostage . 
appealed to both Harkat and M 
Faran .in New Delhi Monday to 
release die missing tourists 
humanitarian grounds. 
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European Bourses Hold 
Breath for U.S. Prices Data 


MANILA — “High growth" 
Asian economies as China t 
Malaysia, Thailand Vietnam 
will maintain c^anaao rates of 
between 7.0 and almost 10% from 
1996 to 2000 , a Unified Nations 
report said Wednesday. 

The report by the UN’s 
Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAF) 
said before the turn of the centuiy 
Malaysia, which registered an 
ftstimatfid 8.2% increase m grass 
domestic product (GDP) in 1996 
would average 8.3% per annum, 
T hailand with 6.7% growth in 
1996 would average 7.3% and 
Vietnam with 9.4% in 1996, 
would average 9.9% GDP 
growth. 

China, which grew by an 


estimated 9.2% in 1996 would 
average a GDP increase of 8.7 %. 

“Currently, both private and 
government entrepreneurship are 
refocusing their attention on 
overcoming the constraints that 
have been emerging as a result of 
the years of rapid growth," 
E&CAP said in its 1997 economic 
and social survey of Asia and the 
Pacific. 

But, overall, it said "thrift, 
handwork and entrepreneurship . . . 
government pedicles that provide 
positive support and 
encouragement to private 
enterprise within a reasonably 
stable macroeconomic framework 
have all been advanced as c mwaw 
for the successful economic 
performance of these (high 


Taiwan Amends 18 Laws to 
Win WTO Admission 


TAIPEI — Taiwan has adapted 18 
laws to internationalize the coun- 
try’s trade and business practices 
in a bid to join die World Trade 
Organization (WTO), economic 
officials said Wednesday. 

The amendment bill package 
aimed meeting WTO requirements 
was approved by parliament 
Tnesday and would soon be 
referred to cabinet to put into 
effect, die officials said. 

They added the 18 laws 
involved securities operations, 
trade, patents and trademarks, 
trade, taxation, accounting, 
publications, pharmaceuticals, 
banking, highway transportation, 
construction, and food sanitation. 

The liberalization measures, 
included allowing more forei&i 
architects and accountants to 
operate here, opening local 
transportation. business to foreign 
firms and offering better 


protection of trademarks and 
patents, they said. 

Following the island’s entry 
into the world trade body, foreign 
individuals and institutions will 
be permitted to invest and manage 
securities exchanges here. 

The Taiwan stock -exchange is 
the island’s only such 
organization. 

Meanwhile, the Economic 
Ministry called on MPs to soon 
approve amendments to another 17 
bills in line with the island’s goal 
of being admitted into the WTO by 
the end of this year. 

. Taiwan has concluded WTO 
talks with 18 nations including 
South Africa, Malaysia, 
Australia, Japan and South Korea 
sincethe island applied in 1990 to 
join the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, which was 
restructured to become the WTO 
in 1995. (AFF) 


growth) economies." 

It also noted these economies 
employed "a core development 
strategy’’ of moving away “from 
factor intensive industrialization 
towards more skilled and 
technology intensive growth." 

The "Tiger economies" — 
Hong Kong, Singapore, South 
Korea and Taiwan — “are 
expected to record more 
prononnneed slowdown as a 
natural consequence of maturing 
economies.” 

Hong Kong, with estimated 
5.0% GDP growth in 1996, would 
average 4.4% from 1996 to 2000. 
Singapore, with 6.7% in 1996, 
would average 6.0% over the 
five-year period to 2000. South 
Korea, which registered 6.6% in 
1996, would maintain this growth 
rate until the turn of, the centuiy. 

Taiwan would slow down from 
6.2% in 1996 to 6.0% from 1996 
to 2000 . ' 

The Philippines would grow 
from estimated 5.5% GDP 
expansion in 1996 to 7.0% in die 
five years to 2000. 

The “slow-growing” South 
Asian economies would either 
maintain or slightly increase 
economic growth rates. 

India, from 6.6% in 1996, 
would average 7.0% between 
1996 and 2000, while Iran would 

maintain 5.1 % GDP gFOWfb Until 

2000. Pakistan, with 6.1% in 
1996, would average 6.7% growth 
per annum from 1996 to 2000. 

The ’least developed” Asian 
countries — Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Laos and Burma — 
would average six to seven percent 
GDP growth from 1996 to 2000. 

Central Asian economies in 
transition are "expected to 
sHnliy e fully and set themsleves 
on a path to positive growth by the 
turn of the century,’* the report 
said, without providing figures. 

(AFP) 


LONDON — European stock 
markets on Tuesday clawed back 
some of their losses following 
Wall Street’s best one-day rally 
for three weeks overnight, 
although investors remained 
cautious ahead of U.S. economic 


The dollar held firm a little 
below its 37-month high of 1.7350 
marks set overnight, while bond 
markets ticked higher. 

Wall Street’s 60 point rise 
d^ove European bourses during 
morning trade, but investors 
continued to fret at the prospect 
that U.S. Consumer Inflation 
(CPI) data due at 1230 GMT could 
underline fears of another rise in 
U.S. interest rates. 

Stocks on both sides of the 
Atlantic suffered badly after 
Strang U.S. wholesale figures last 
Friday, and similarly strong retail 
numbers would raise the 
likelihood of Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 
si gnalling another rate rise next 
month. 

A bad CPI number will push 
bond yields higher and the Dow 


further down, another trader said. 

The market reaction to Wall 
Street displayed by the major 
European bourses was reflected 
amongst second-tier markets too. 

Amsterdam’s Aex index was 
showing g ains of just over one 
percent by 1115 GMT, while 
Milan’s Mibtel was up 1.36%. 

Among the majors, Frankfurt 
rebounded the most after being the 
biggest loser on Monday. The 
30-share Dax Benchmark was 
nearly 1.5% higher at 3,328 by 
early afternoon. 

Dealers were focusing on the 
U.S. price data, but some traders 
said the German market was still 
underpinned by domestic 
fundamentals, including the 
weaker mark. 

Carmakers sought to maintain 
their early gains, particularly VW, 
after a report showing a three 
percent drop in European new car 
registrations during March. 

London dealers rose 
moderately during the morning oa 
the back of Wall Street, but traders 
identified a possible rise in interest 
rates as a continuing investor 


worry. 

This market is just messing 
about There is no real conviction 
to go higher, one senior London 
equi ties dsaler said. Unless we see 
Wall Street soar over the next 
couple of days the risk is still on 
-the downside. 

French shares- started one 
percent higher but later trimmed 
their gains to about 0.55% as 
- caution took hold. 

LVMH was 4.2% higher at 
1,341 francs after it reproted a big 
rise in first quarter sales. Dior , up 
3.32 percent at 840 francs, 
followed suit 

On the foreign exchange 
market, the prospect of higher 
U.S. rates was the dominating 
factor behind the dollar’s strength 
and was reflected in a widening of 
the yield gap between U.S. and 
German 10-year bonds. 

The dollar was quoted at 
1.7337 marks and 126.20 yea after 
ending at 1.7228 marks and 
126.45 yen in late trading in 
Europe on Monday. 

(Reuter) 



WASHINGTON — Conservative 
U.S. lawmakers vented their rage 
against taxes on Tuesday — the 
last day for filing income tax 
returns — with some going as far 
as tossing the federal tax code 
overboard. 

Inspired by a colonial act of 
defiance against British taxes in 
1773, several members of the 
House of Representatives marched 
onto a replica of an 18th-century 
schooner and flung a copy of die 
federal tax code into Boston 
harbor. 

“Back when we founded this 
great nation, our forefathers 
rebelled against an unfair tax and 
tossed tea into Boston harbor," 


Zimbabwean Flowers Blossom on 


European Markets 


HARARE — When a few Zim- 
babweans took up rose growing in 
rtuM T spare time a few years ago, 
little did they foresee that their 
bobby would turn into one of the 
country's largest export spinning 
businesses. 

'The flower industry in Zim- 
babwe has blossomed into one of 
the most bouyant and fastest grow- 
ing industries in recent years, 
placing die counfry among the 


world’s major suppliers of horti- 
cultural produce on the tight inter- 
national market. 

On the domestic front, fee hor- 
ticultural industry is now tailing 
fee tobacco industry in toms of 
foreign currency earnings. 

JEamings in recent years rose 
from about $30,000 to more than 
a $100 million last year. 

“This places horticulture sec- 
ond to tobacco in terms of foreign 


currency earnings," President 
Robert Mugabe said recently. 

Zimbabwe is one of the world's 
top three producers of flue-cured 
tobacco, and the leaf is the coun- 
try’s top export earner. 

Stanley Heri, head of the Hor- 
ticultural Promotions Council 
(HPC) said feat Last year fee hor- 
ticultural industry grew by 35% 
from the previous year. 

Zimbabwe is now ranked 



among the biggest suppliers of 
fresh cut flowers to Europe after 
Colombia, Israel and Kenya. 

Zimbabwe and Kenya are Af- 
rica’s largest rose exporting coun- 
tries followed by others like ivory 
coast, Zambia, Tanzania, ■ 
Uganda, Ethiopia and Swaziland, 
according to recent statistics avail- 
able from an local association of 
export flower growers. 

Located in the southern part of 
the African continent - with a fa- 
vorable climate, low labor costs 
and modern air transport - Zim- 
babwe was spurred into expanding 
the industry by fee rising energy 
and labor costs in the northern 
hemisphere. 

A high tropical plateau and a 
climate feat provides long days of 
light and ample water supplies and 
good daily air connections to 
Europe, makes it an ideal country 
for horticultural production. 

Although not a traditional pro- 
ducer of flowers, many of the first 
renonwed producers in Zimbabwe 
started off as a hobby and because 
of the delicacy needed in floricul- 
ture some of fee industry’s large- 
scale growers have a background 
of tobacco growing. 

The leading export produce are 
roses, lilies and carnations which 
with fresh fruit and vegetables are 
supplied not only to Europe but to 


intoned Ron Packard, a 
Republican Congressman from 
California who participated in the 
made-for-television event. 

“It’s time to start another 
revolution against our current tax 
system,” he said. "It’s 
burdensome, flawed, outdated and 
unfair." 

Packard and a dozen 
like-minded colleagues are 
proposing to abolish the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) — with its 
136,000 employees, 480 separate 
tax forms and 11,000 
mind-numbing pages of do's and 
don’ts — and replace it wife 3 
value-added tax of 15%. 

Congressional Republicans, 





m. 


regional markets as well. 

However, in spite of Zim- 
babwe's primary advantages for 
horticulture, it still spends a lot on 
freight charges due to its distance 
from western Europe where its 
main markets lie. 

Labor costs are relatively low 
in Zimbabwe due to very high 
unemployment levels of over 35 % 
and the feet feat most workers live 
near fee farms and walk to work 
rather than commute. 

New markets are now being 
developed in Japan, fee Middle 
East and eastern Europe. 

The export season runs from 
September to May targetting the 
peak demand season in the north- 
era hemisphere. 

Production locations are 


ideologically inclined to cut taxes 
and shrink fee size of the federal 
government, debated a series of 
other tax-related proposals 
Tuesday as the tax deadline 
loomed. 

The House of Representatives 
weighed a measure that would 
require any tax hike to get a 
two-thirds majority vote in each 
chamber. This makes it 
considerably harder to pass. 

Republican leaders, 
meanwhile, promised to undertake 
a comprehensive reform of fee tax 
system as part of their effort to 
balance fee federal budget.’ They 
also repeated their call for cuts in 
taxes on capital gains. (AFP) 




mainly concentrated within a few 
hundred kilometers (miles) from 
fee capital for easy access to the 
international airport. 

Flowers are pre-cooled at 
farms and ferried in refrigerated 
trucks to Harare airport where fee 
main carriers are fee national af- 
fretair. South African ones as well 
as the French and Dutch carriers 
for the nine-hour direct flights to 
European destinations. 

Large-scale producers are still 
mainly white wife a handful of 
emerging small black owners. 

Despite world production ris- 
ing, fee industry is blooming and 
is well positioned for continued 
expansion, according to the horti- 
cultural promotions council. 
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AVDNMOUTH, United Kingdom (April 143: "Margo L* a cargo coming from Columbia docks in 
Avon mouth after 200 kg of cocaine worth 3 million U.S.S was seized from rL The cocaine was discovered 
Mi the hold below the waterline during a routine search by the British customs. 

, _ (AFP PHOTO!) 

Wacky Inventors Show 
Off at Geneva Exhibition 


GENEVA — Cigarettes that 
don’t produce smoke, solar cook- 
ers for refugees and buttons that 
need no sewing were among a 
thousand new devices dial went 
on display this week at Geneva's 
inventions exhibition, the inven- 
tors’ equivalent of die Olympics. 

Among the most catchy ones 
were, from Russia, spectacles 
with acoustic sensors for people 
wadi sight deficiency, from Swit- 
zerland a skateboard with a shop- 
ping bag and hakes for house- 
wives. 

Hie highlight of this year's 
exhibition was die stand of a team 
of Russian rocket scientists, en- 
gineers and retired army officers 
from Moscow’s crumbling de- 
fense industry, now hoping to 
join in die post-Soviet money- 
; making frenzy. 

A new night- vision device, an 
open helicopter designed for in- 
valids, s hydrobike with sails, a 
stain-removing dry cleaning stick 
made with rocket fuel technology 
and a new aircraft that could help 
Russia’s chaotic Aeroflot Airline 
to overload even more — they 
could have'only come from Rus- 
sia. 

% “It was better in the old 
days,’’ lamented Russian ex- 
army officer and military engi- 
neer Valery Solovyov, inventor 
of the aircraft , which has in- 
creased cargo capacity thanks to 
larger wings. 

“We had more inventors be- 
fore. Now everything costs 
money — patents, registration. 
Too much for a pensioner like 
me.’’ 

fie added: “I tried to sell my 
idea to our Tnpolov aircraft 
manufectureos. They said they 
have no money. I wrote to Wash- 
ington, I wrote to Boeing. They 
didn’t even reply.” 

Nearby, Russian engineer 
Grigory Bushmarinov was busy 
taldng questions from an elderly 
Swiss lady interested in a neck- 
lace with a crystal pendant feat 
changes color when the sun’s ul- 
traviolet rays are dangerous — 
made by a factory producing 
rocket parts for the Russian mili- 
tary industrial complex. 

“We came here to talk busi- 
ness. But all these people are like 
tourists. This type of exhibition 
should be more specialize*! and 


technical,” he later complained 
to Reuters. 

Across his stand, fee All-Rus- 
sia Research Institute for Medi- 
cal Technologies was offering a 
biocorrector with a scanner 
promising to restore health wife 
resonating sound frequencies. 

Mikhail Tatischev, deputy 
chairman of the Commercial 
Company Binar which is market- 
ing fee device, said: This tech- 
. oology was top secret in Soviet 
times. Now it’s good business. 

In fee crowd of more than 600 
scientists, boffins, engineers and 
wacky inventors from 44 coun- 
tries, one of fee most scary ideas 
was from a German who invented 
a metal device to insert into a 
pregnant woman's body to help 
deliver her baby more easily. 

With a robber tube and a jum- 
ble of bolts and safety valves, the 
happy birthday instrument for 
obstetricians looted straight out 
of an antiquated science-fiction 
movie. 

Its creator, Michael Belinek 
from Bayern, said fee device had 
not been tested on humans yet but 
offered fee assurance: it's not 
dangerous. The tube moves in- 
side a woman’s body, right into 
the channel of birth, md 
the baby and delivers it quickly. 
It is not exactly a vacuum 
method. 

He said the idea «n« to him 
in a dream: “I dreamt about it, 
then I constructed iL It took me 
10 years.” 

Other inventions at the exhibi- 
tion, which organizers hope will 
generate new business worth 40 
million Swiss francs, were more 
user-friendly. 

French ideas included an anti- 
snoring device and a button 
which is stuck, not sewed, to 
garments and could revolutionize 
the textile industry, while the 
Swiss had new designs for skiers 
and skaters and hygiene products 
such as an automatic toilet seat 
protector. 

A huge crowd of smokers 
gathered around Gabriel Van der 
Elst from Belgium to test his new 
smokeless cigarette — a filterlike 
device attached to fee cigarette 
which makes it last twice as long 
and stops the smoke from co ming 
out 

“My mother always maAt me 



smoke outside the house and 
drove me mad,” he said. “Wife 
this, I can smoke my one and a 
half packs a day without disturb- 
ing anyone.” 

fRmter) 

Ma^alledfor 
. ShootmgRat 

PORTSMOUTH, England — A 
Royal Marine corporal freed a 
court martial here Tuesday for 
shooting at a rat while hiding in 
dense undergrowth on\an under- 
cover mission to smash a car- 
sjpuggling ring in Hong Kong. 

Corporal Steven Leech, 27, is 
alleged to have put the covert 
operation in danger by taking a 
shot at the rodent. 

The marine turned to a radio 
operator an the mission and said 
‘Tm fed up wife fee rat and I'm 
going to take it out,'* the court in 
this southern English city heard. 

He then fired his 9-MM 
browning pistol in an attempt to 
kill the rat as it emerged from 
undergrowth* 

Leech was on deployment 
wife 45 commando unit to HMS 
Tamar, the Royal Navy base in 
Hong Kong, to help break a lux- 
ury-car smuggling ring organ- 
ized by Triads who were ship- 
ping stolen vehicles to China. 

The unit, consisting of Leech, 
radio operator Marine Philip 
Efarris and two Gurkhas, was 
working alongside the Hong 
Kong police and customs offi- 
cials on the special operation. 

“Leech deliberately and with- 
out regard to fee safety of his 
team discharged a round of am- 
munition and as such neglected 
his duties as an operation com- 
mander," the prosecutor told fee 
court. 

He added that under regula- 
tions, animals were not to be 
killed unless they were life- 
threatening and any firing of a 
weapon must be reported to su- 
periors. 

Leech denies neglecting to 
perform his duties and failing to 
report firing his gun. 

The case continues. 


“ASEANarean” to Rival Caribbean, 
Mediterranean as leisure Hub 


te It rhymes with and will rival the Mediterranean 
and the Caribbean as the most successful, exotic and 
exciting region of the world. ” 


SINGAPORE — Southeast Asia, 
known for its crystal clear seas 
and white beaches, is setting its 
sights an to becoming a world- 
class marine leisure playground 
to rival the Caribbean and the 
Mediterranean. 

As seaside holiday spots in fee 
region multiply, the tourism in- 
dustry has even come up wife a 
name for the would-be idyll — 
ASEANarean — derived from 
fee acronym tor the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (AS- 
EAN). 

“It rhymes wife and will rival 
the Mediterranean and the Carib- 
bean as fee most successful, ex- 
otic and exciting region of the 
world,” said Franscis Lee, presi- 
dent of Singapore’s Raffles Ma- 
rtin Ltd. , which runs fee region's 
top marina here. 

The name was floated at boat 
Asia *97, fee region’s largest 
boat show held here last week 
winch attracted more than 450 
companies in fee pleasure boat, 
Marina, commercial craft, water 
sports and tackle industries. 

“The name aims to give a new 
complexion and impetus to this 
region...” Lee told AFP, saying 
it would lend a collective identity 
to Southeast Asia as a tourist des- 
tination. 

' “By giving it a name, it is like 
giving the region a corporate 
identity — it is something feat 
everybody can identify wife and 
use to give greater efforts and 
enthusiasm to the promotion of 
this region,” Lee said. 


The industry has the support 
of policymakers in tourism-con- 
scious ASEAN, which groups 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, fee 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vie tnam. 

“This vision is commendable 
and deserves our strongest sup- 
port,” Singapore Communica- 
tions Minister Mah Bow Tan 
said, citing Southeast Asia's 
“ideal weather and bountiful 
seas” for marine leisure tourism. 

Government authorities in the 
region are also working together 
to promote fee marine leisure in- 
dustry, Mah said, adding that fee 
idea had been discussed at a re- 
cent meeting of tourism officials 
from Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Singapore. 

Southeast Asia is the fastest 
growing and most lucrative mar- 
ket in the world for the marine 
leisure industry, according to ex- 
perts attending Boat Asia. 

An array of marinas are com- 
ing up across fee region to capi- 
talize on fee growing affluence of 


left? The leisure doUar,” sajtf 
Robert Hall, director cf fee Brit- 
ish Marine Industries Federa- 
tion. 

*Tf people have more leisure 
time, they will want to hue 

something to do,” Hall said 

Malaysia intends to btnid one 
major marina in each of its 13 
states, while 20 “pocket mati^ 
nas” are taking shape in fee Phil- 
ippines offering facilities for 
pleasure boating, sailing, wind 
surfing, snorkeling, jet skfrig 
and fishing. 

“Economic growth and higher 
disposable incomes have ted -to 
fee pursuit of upmarket leisure 
activities such as boating,” sad 
Malaysian marine industry offi- 
cial Oh 

Eight new marinas and yacht 
clubs are coining up in Singa- 
pore, where berthmg capacity far 
pleasure boats will almost double 
in fee near future, officials said. 

The growing infrastructure 
adds to fee natural allure of fee 
region which boasts thousands of 
islands — 17,000 in Indonesia 
alone — and fee world’s highest 
marine biodiversity, officials 
said. 

“ASEANarean” seas are 
home to 2,500 species of marine 
fish and 400 species of hard cor- 


Official Photo of Camilli 
Sets Tongues Wagging 


LONDON — An official photo 
of Camilla Parker-Bowles, 
Prince Charles' 49-year-old di- 
vorced girlfriend, marking her 
new charity role, has set tongues 
wagging over her future role in 
his life. 

The portrait, taken by quasi- 
official royal photographer Sir 
Geoffrey Shakeriey, married to 
Queen Elizabeth’s cousin, was 
selected by Parker-Bowles to 
mark her association wife the Na- 

Japanese Sect 
Member Detained 
in Moscow 

MOSCOW — A member of the 
Japanese sect Aum Supreme 
Truth has been arrested and put 
under detention in Moscow, fee 
ITAR-TASS news agency re- 
ported Tuesday. 

Quoting fee Russian prosecu- 
tor general’s office, it said Keiji 
Ta n i mu ra had been accused of 
“illegal distribution of porno- 
graphic magazines and violating 
fee rights of citizens. " 

A member of fee Russian 

branch of fee Japanese sect 

linked to a sensational 1995 toxic 
gas attack on Tokyo’s public 
transit system feat killed 12 peo- 
ple was arrested in February 
on fee Russo-Finnish border. 

In July 1995 another member 
of the Russian branch was taken 
into custody, but later released. 

(4FP) 


“The area has a lot to commend it. Whether in fact 
it (ASEANarean) will ever become more than just a 
name I don’t know. The Caribbean is pretty well 
known, the Med has been there for a thousand 
years . M 

their populations as well as on «ls. The Caribbean has 600 spe- 

feeir increasing leisure time, ciss of marine fish and 100 spe- 

tourism industry officials said. cies of hard corals and die Medi- 
You are paying for fee car, teiranean even fewer, 

fee clothes, fee food... what’s The region accounts for two 

0 Arrfimil1 4 l percent of the earth's water sur- 
w* vCUHXUCIi face, twice that of fee rivals it 

wants to best, and an array of 
I g IIT ^ mm exotic resorts, rustic fishing vil- 

WW OQlfllllT lages and waterways in the con- 

*e fluence of warm equatorial wa- 

tional Osteoporosis Society. tors. 

It was being seen by fee Brit- “The area has a lot to com- 

iqji press as her first deliberate mend it,” Hall said. “Whether in 

step into fee public arena, aJ- fret it (ASEANarean) will ever 

though Buckingham Palace and become more than just a name 1 

fee royal family have always don't know. The Caribbean is 

been tight-lipped about any pos- pretty well known, die Med has 

sibility of a marriage between fee been there fora thousand years.” 

two. a ft) 

The Prince of Wales and Cnricc Pifhllll 

Parker-Bowles were close before ijWISS r IIHUII 

either of them married, and his II linn fin TIC 

continuing relationship with her, OUUU 

Sausage-Hanging 

viewed as one of fee reasons be- ft an a wf 

hind his divorce from Princess HUvOllI 

Diana last summer. BELUNZONE, Switzerland — 

Parker-Bowles was also di- The Swiss owner of a pitbull ter* 

voiced last year. rier ahandoneri his dog’s bid for 

The photo of Parker-Bowles is fee record of hanging from a syn- 

unremarkable, showing her therir- sausage, which currently 
wearing a sober dark jacket over stands at more than an hour, 

a beige ribbed top wife a simple Owner Michele Pesce of 

gold necklace. Her smile is de- Moleno, southeastern Switzer- 
scribed by the press as “enig- land, gave into pressure from 
malic.” animal ri ghts groups who said 

Parker-Bowles, who has such stunts involved cruel train- 
never spoken publicly about her ing techniques, 
relationship with Charles, was “Kid", 19 nwrtfa old, was to 

“not making any comment” on try to beat the record set by a 
Tuesday, a spokeswoman for fee Spanish dog whose fearsome . 
charity said. jaws recently held him salivating 

The development was being off the ground for 70 minutes, 
seen however, as the first stage But the Society for the Pro toe- 

in an effort to raise Parker- tion of Animals here threatened 

Bowles’ profile as the woman in to bring legal action if pesce went 

the life of fee future king of Eng- ahead wife the at temp t on feu 

land. /Asp. bizarre record. 
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Breast Cancer Genes Cause Buildup of Other Genetic Mutations 


SAN DIEGO — Bad genes that 
are often to blame when breast 
cancer mas in families may do 
their dflwwy. by middling the ge- 
netic code with errors. 

Women who are bom with mu- 
tated forms of genes called local 
and brca2 are almost certain to get 
breast cancer. Exactly why these 
mutations lead to breast cancer has 
been unclear. 

But Dr. Mika Ttddoonen of the 


University of Tampere in Finland 
presented research suggests 
foe genes promote the accumnla- 
lion of a series of genetic errors 
that eventually trigger breast cells 
to grow out of control. 

He found that when women 
withbrcal or brca2 get breast can- 
cer, foeir cells carry twice as many 
genetic mutations .as do d«we of 
women with noninherited forms of 
breast cancer. 


Course on Genetic Clo ning to 
Open Soon 


Teltraa Thne* Service 
TEHRAN — The Public 
Relations of the National Center 
for Genetic Engineering 
Research and Biological 
Training, in a message faxed 
yesterday, announced the bolting 
of a one-week practical and 
theoretical course on gene 
cloning and the role genes play in 
the development of prokaryote 
cells. 

The aim of foe seminar, due to 
start on Sunday, April 19, 1997, 
is to study ways of applying die 
most up-to-date methods and 
techniques of providing and pro- 
ducing protein drugs through ge- 
netic engineering, to examine 
some diseases by viewing their 
molecular genetic oomposition, 
to enhance research support in 
certain practical studies and to 
offer special strategies to help 
laboratories of health centers 



meet some of their specialized 
needs. 

Participants are to be familiar- 
ized with some baric and modem 
techniques of genetic eng in e erin g 
and biotechnology, their practi- 
cal function in researches, as well 
as the basics of how to separate a 
gene from a mass of genes and to 
transfer it to bacterial cells in 
order to produce a gene that win 
produce a desired protein. 

Techniques in genetic engi- 
neering that are to be presented at 
foe seminar are expected to con- 
tribute to foe discovery of new 
vaccines, enzymes, medicinal 
proteins, improvement of plants, 
ways of fighting pests and pro- 
ducing microorganisms effective 
in fighting waste and other envi- 
ronmental cootammatozs, as well 
as provide insights into possible 
cures for some gene-related dis- 
eases, especially cancers, foe 
message read. 
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«Re searchers suspect that foe 
genes, in foeir normal form, play 
a role in making sure genetic ma- 
terial is copied accurately when 
cells divide. So when foe genes go 
bad, foe body loses its ability to 
correct its genetic errors. 

Tirkkonen presented his re- 
search, conducted with scientists 
from the United States, Sweden 
and Iceland, at a .meeting of the 
American Association for Cancer 
Research. 

Mutant forms of brcal and 
brca2 together cause about 5 per- 
cent to 10 percent of all breast 
cancer and S percent of all ovarian 
cancer. They arc often to Marne 
when these forms of cancer strike 
many women in the mi™ family. 

A woman bom with either 
brcal or brca2 has about an 85 
percent lifetime risk of breast can- 
cer. Brcal also gives her a 40 
percent to 60 percent risk of ovar- 
ian cancer, while brca2 causes a 
10 percent to 20 percent risk of 


ovarian cancer. 


Tiridamen studied breast tumor 
samples taken from 21 women 
with brcal mutations, 15 with 
brca2 mutations and 55 from 
women with no genetic predispo- 
sition to cancer. He analyzed all 
the genes in the tumors and found 
large differences in the degree and 
types of genetic changes. 

He said the findings support the 
theory that the breast cancer genes 
c au se cells to become genetically 
unstable. These cells “rapidly ac- 
cumulate a large number of gene 
mutations, which may lead to can- 
cer development at an unu sua ll y 
early age.” Furthermore, tumor 
cells from women with bad brcal 
and brad often showed certain 
dusters of genetic defects tint are 
rare in women with noninherited 
breast cancer. 

“The pattern of genetic 
changes suggests that the Mologi- 
cal properties of these cancers may 
be different," Tirkkonen said. 

Dr. Henry T. Lynch of 
Creighton University said the 
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findings fit with what researchers 
see under the microscope. Malig- 
nant cells from women until inher- 
ited tumors often look more 
aggressive than do those from or- 
dinary cancers. 

He said this raises the possibil- 
ity that women with cancer trig- 
gered by brcal and brca2 may 
respond to treatments differently 
than do other breast cancer pa- 
tients. 

“Maybe we should begin think- 
ing about therapy that is matched 
to molecular genetics,” Lynch 
said. (AF) 

Fresh-Brewed 
Coffee May Fight 

Cancer 

SAN FRANCISCO — A freshly- 
brewed cup of coffee may do more 
than just wake you up in the morn- 
ing — its smell might be helping 
your body fight cancer and heart 
disease, a California researcher 


I ADVISE you to be afraid of 
God, I advise you to adopt piety, 
because piety is the safest way to 
Salvation and the best support for 
religion. 

imam AH (AS) 

1 PRaVER j 

Noon 13:04 

Evening 19:59 

Dawn (tomorrow) ; 04:50 

Sunrise (tomorrow) 06:28 

said this week. 

High-temperature coffee brew- 
ing produces protective chemicals 
called antioxidants that can be 
beneficial to health, according to 
Takayuki Shibamoto, a professor 
of environmental toxicology at foe 
University of California at Davis, 
near Sacramento. 

It’s comparable to a potent an- 
tioxidant like vi tamin e or vitamin 
c, and down the line, we may find 
that the flavor or aroma of coffee 
may have some beneficial health 
effects, Shibamoto said. 

Oxidants are oxygen-contain- 
ing molecules called free radicals. 
Many scientists believe they can 
damage DNA and foe membrane 
of cells in ways that lead to cancer. 

Antioxidants can reduce free- 
radical levels, and have been 
shown in recent studies to have 
cancer and age-fighting effects as 

(Contd on Pg.14) 
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THE ULTIMATE IN HEAL ESTATE 
# 37, MQDAHHES & AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


INTERNATIONAL PACKERS & MOVERS 

-U WANTS YOU 

TO SAVE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE CONTACT: 

TEL: 884 6758 8i 884 6759 FAX: 884 8844 


REQUIRED FOR A LARGE TRADING HOUSE FOR THEIR OFFICE IN TEHRAN AN 
EXPERIENCED TRADER FULLY CONVERSANT WITH BULK CHARTERING, 
IMPORT, EXPORT AND SHIPPING PROCEDURES ETC. THE COMPANY IS 
ENGAGED IN TRADING OF CHEMICALS, PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, OIL, 
PETROCHEMICALS, LIQUID GAS, MINERALS, RAW MATERIALS, STEEL ETC. 

Y'.ITH 3.5./3.S. CHEMICAL 3NG^23RZNS W3T22 FLUENCY 2N 

zxglhh yroviz zz frkfsrred. zleass with full c.y. and one 
zhittziutz: to post box ?tq.: sos-s/sss tzh sakjran, indicating 


OMPUTe^N 
RAININq 


£R _ B 


is sri 


Offered: 




FOB ALL LEVELS AND 
COURSES NEN8USH 
BYUNKVERSnY 


DO] 





Mellat Tower , 
Opposite Mellat 
Park 2 tel lines 3 pkg 



Electrical software / PLC control Eng. Commissioning or 
consultancy work. Graduated in England with 10 years of 
experience in England. Fluent in English and Farsi languages. 

with Mrs. Hhalaftan 

Tel: 891740 ( 2 : 00 - 6 : 00 P.M.> 


In the Name of God 
I. R. of Iran 

Ministry of Commerce 
Deputy for Exports 



Tehran International Trade Fair 


Export Promotion Center of Iran 


O <?» "n t 7s n 
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2 apts., 2 stories, 500 sq.m built area, 15 rooms, 2 tel lines, 
pkg*. c/g, chaufiage & cooler. 

- -- T-r - : I c wi! ^ *Sr -** 


Four apts. required (for foreigners) in the 
north or northeast of Tehran. A separate 
apt. block of 4 is preferred but will 
consider smaller groupings. Fully 
furnished, 2 or 3 bedrs, approx, floor area 
100-150 sq.m, privacy essential, 
immediate possession required. 

-- — — <■, L. •> i .*' “*»• 


PessIan Area 

Fum.y 2 bedrs s 150 
sq.nt built area , 
open kit.yf/p 3 pkg. 3 
pvt . teL 

■ «r-u3 4 »' "Lie'll 



In line with the economic goals of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Export 
Promotion Center of Iran (EPCI) is planning to stage the 23rd Tehran I nter national 
Trade Fair in an attempt to boost non-oil exports, stimulate greater ex p or t competition 
among domestic manufacturers, facilitate the transfer of technology and ultimately to 
put on view die economic, technical and commercial potentials of the Republic 

of Iran. 

As growing demand for participation in the 23rd Tehran International Trade Fair 
may result in a shortage of exhibition space, all interested firms and companies are 
requested to send their application to the EPCI latest by May 12, 1997. After rifo 
allocation and other preparations, applicants will be invited to sign fiur participation 
contract. Applications received after the deadline wall not be considered. For farther 

information you may contact the organizer on telephone number 2191564 and 2191568 , 
Fax: 2042858 


Please complete and send the following application form to P.O J3ox 1 148, Tajri&h. 
Name of company: 

Address: 
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Telephone No.: 


Fax No.: 



KHORASAJt TURQUOISE STORE 
Gold, Jewels — Nassau 
Brothers, No. 115 , opposite 
Engfadab Hotel, Talcgbani 
Ave. Teh 6405074 


Space needed (in square meters) 
Field of activity: 


Country: 
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ISTANBUL, Turkey (April 11): Pro-lslamic demonstrators gather on the Beyazrt Square in front of the 
former gate to the ancient city of Istanbul (background), during a protest rally of several thousand to 
denounce what they called Die braePa violent policies towards Palestinians. The crowd, most of them 
students, gathered hereafter Friday prayers in a nearby mosque and shouted anti-Israeli slogans before 
burning an Israeli flag. Police detained two demonstrators, the private television channel NTV reported. 

’ (AFP PHOTO) 



PENZANCE, England — The 
spring son. is shining brightly on 
Britain's picturesque Cornish 
Riviera but foe political outlook 
for the ruling Conservatives is 
gloomy. 

'It is probable their 
uninterrupted 46 years hold on the 
St Ives Constituency, on the 
distant southwestern tip ol 
England, will be broken at foe 
general election on May 1. 

In many ways, St Ives is a 
microcosm of the country. 

People in the constituency’s 
sleepy port of Penzance, 320 miles 
(500km) from London, are deeply 
disillusioned by politicians whom 
locals say have consistently 
ignored Cornwall’s serious 
problems. 

Voters have turned away from 
foe Gcmservatives because of their 
perceived incompetence. They axe 
lukewarm about the Labour Party 


and look upon May 1 as an 
opportunity to lodge a protest 

against the London -centric 
political es tablishment. 

We’re fed up with politics. No 
one has foe edge. I don't believe 
foe public care at alL They've 
bored us all to tears, said local . 
baker Ian Trelawney. 

Tourism apart, western 
Cornwall relies heavily on foe 
fishing and farming industries, 
two powerful lobbies which the 
Conservatives and foe European 
Union have managed to alienate in 
recent years. 

liberal Democrats -Confident 
in the Southwest 

What promises to be a bitter 
pre-election battle is made more 
intriguing by the intervention of 
anti-European entrepreneur Sir 
James Goldsmith, ' whose 
referendum parly is threatening to 
siphon away votes from the 


LeStfet 

INAUGURATION OF E.C.S.L. 

Liner Services to Caspian Sea 

We are proud to announce the inauguration of Europe Caspian 
Sea Line's (E.CS.L) liner services from all major north 
European/Russian ports to Caspian Sea ports (via Volga waterways) 
with final destination ports of Anzali and Nowshahr in the I.R. of 
Iran. 

The service wiff begin its first sailing late April 1997, upon the 
opening of the waterway system. 

Regular sailing with ocean/river vessels from ports in the 
Hamburg- An twerp range, Scandinavia and the UK will be offered 
on this line. In addition, cargo will be accepted en route to Baku, 
Aktau, Turkmen bashi and for all major Volga river ports. Exclusive 
agents for the line in Iran is: 


For further details, please contact: 
BOS's commercial department- 

Tel: 8744051 - 8756367 
Fax: 8743364 

Tix: 21 6566 - 226845 BLUE IR 


Conservatives. 

The minority liberal democrats 
are confident they can take foe seat 
as part of a clean sweep of 
southwestern England, where 
their influence has traditionally 
been strong. 

Local candidate Adrian 
George, who lost the 1992 election 
to the Conservatives by just 1,645 
votes, is proposing a contract with 
Cornwall to address foe crisis in 
foe region. 

Although Cornwall is famed 
for its unspoiled beaches, cosy 
summer cottages and spectacular 
scenery, the postcard images 
cqnceal one of the poorest areas in 
foe country. 

Local unemployment is as high 
as 22 percent, almost four tunes 
the national average, and many of 
the jobs -which do exist are 
low-paid and seasonal. Young 
people in search of decent work 
tend to move away and often fail 
to return. 

Poor infrastructure means 
prices are high while what little 
industry there was in the region 
has moved away. 

Hie Conservatives are facing 
major trouble here. They’ve 
forced the issue of Europe onto the 
agenda but foe real issues are 
health, education and foe economy 
of Cornwall, said George. 

He wants a local university to 
stem foe exodus of young people 
and is pressing for a Cornish 

development agency to funnel 
fluids into the impoverished region 
and attract more grants from the 
European Union. 

Conservatives Field Untried \ 
Candidate 

To make matters worse for the 
Conservatives, their popular 
legislator David Harris is stepping j 
down after 14 years to make way 
for untried insurance broker 
William Rogers. 

No rme’s perfect, we all make 
mistakes, and the government is 
no different, Rogers told a meeting 
of local activists. 

The Conservative Party is no 
different. But on all foe crucial 
decisions foe Conservative Party 
. has been right 

But an unofficial Reuter poll 
failed to find a single local person 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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NAIROBI — Forty Kenyan 
opposition lawmakers have 
strongly condemned “primitive 
police brutality" meted out against 
opposition MPs and their 
supporters throughout Kenya. 

In a signed stale meat issued in 
Parliament here Tuesday the MPs 
said police and foe provincial 
administration, acting on 
government orders, “have 
assaulted, injured and even 
maimed several MPs and their 
supporters. ” 

The opposition MPs said they 
had no doubt that foe authorities 
were directly involved in the 
"primitive scheme to silence the 
opposition by use of force. ** 

And they linked the attacks to 
general elections later this year, 
noting that the Kenya African 
National Union of President 
Daniel Arap Moi had already 
started campaining for the polls, 
expected by the end of the year. 

The statement charged that the 
government had already starting 
moves to rig foe vote, "using 
intimidation and force, and other 
illegal ways and means to win the 
elections. 

» "We wish to inform President 
Daniel Arap Moi and the 
government that if they believe 
that intimidation, violence and use 


of force must be used everytime 
we go to an election, like what 
happened in 1992, then they are 
grossly mistaken. 

"Kenyans will not take that 
prescription any longer," the MPs 
warned. 

“We are demanding that the 
government stops jxslice brutality 
forthwith and let the oppostion 
carry out its campaign 
peacefully," the MPs said, adding 
that they would not be responsible 
for the consequences if the 
authorities failed to act. 

On Saturday, opposition MPs 
Rail a and Oburu Odinga, sons of 
the late opposition Leader Oginga 
Odinga, were assaulted by police 
who were trying to stop them 
addressing supporters at foe rift 
valley town of EldoreL Oburu 
Odinga' s arm w as reportedly 
broken in foe altercations. 

The town is said to be 
stronghold of Moi supporters. 

On Monday, riot police shot 
and seriously wounded a 
bodyguard of the official 
opposition leader, Michael Kijana 
Wamalwa, in the western Kenyan 
town of Kakamega. 

In a separate incident Monday, 
riot police stormed foe home of 
presidential hopeful charity Ngilu, 
in the Kitui constituency in 




Kenya’s eastern province, but the 
opposition MP locked herself in 
the bouse for hours to avoid arrest, 
press reports said. 

Earlier foe local police chief 
ordered some 200 supporters who 
had called at the MPs home to 
disperse, saying the MP had no 
authority to hold meetings whether 
inside or outside her homestead. 

The flurry of incidents came 
just two months after opposition 
MP and human rights lawyer Paul 
Muite and several members of the 
unregistered opposition Safina 
Party were assaulted by police in 
Kenya's central Nyeri district 

Muite protested cm Sunday that 
one of foe officers involved had 
been promoted to be deputy head 
of a police station in his Kikuyu 
constituency, in Nairobi’s western 
suburbs. 

Police spokesman Peter 
Kimanthi, meanwhile, denied that 
police had beaten up the odingas, 
but confirmed that the security 
forces had broken up foe meeting 
and fired teargas to prevent an 
unauthorized meeting. 

Kanu Secretary-General and 
Education Minister Joseph 
Kamofoo warned, however, that 
the government would not allow 
foe opposition to orchestrate civil 
disobedience. (AFP) 
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3-5 November 1997, Polymer Research Center of Iran, Tehran, IJRJran 

The 4th National amt the 2nd International Seminar on Polymer Science and Technology is organized by Polymer Research 
renter of Iran; in co-operation with Polymer Engineering Department of Amir Kabir University of Technology, Tarbiat 
Mixlares University, and Kerman Tyre Industries Complex. 

The aim of the sponsors, in organizing the 4th National and the 2nd International Seminar on Polymer Science and 
Technology, is to facilitate a suitable ground for the Iranian and all other international specialists to have a formal meeting to 
introduce and exchange ideas on the latest worldwide advancements on all the branches of polymer scicaoe and technology. 

Topics of Interest: • Polymer Science • Polymer Processing and Rheology •Engineering Properties of Polymers -Polymer 
Reaction Engineering •Modification of Polymer Properties •Polymeric Biomaterials •Polymer Blends and Composites 
•Thermoplastic Elastomers •Paint and Resin Technology • Computer Simulation and its Theoretical Principles to Polymer 
Systems • Environmental Aspects of Polymers 

Papers arc now invited on novel work, within the genera] themes of the Seminar. Offers of papers are wclcoir s from all 
relevant topics listed above. 

Prospective author(s) of papers are requested to submit articles (extended abstracts), of 4 feO A4 size pages, for 
coif, [deration by the Seminar’s Scientific Committee. 
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Tehran Tones Service 
Gj recent article published 
i— /Tin the Farsi daily Kayban 
blamed Tehran residents, par- 
ticularly drivers, for the prob- 
lem of air pollution in Tehran. 

The problem is that some writ- 
ers attribute the problem on what 
they say is apathy on the part of 
government authorities who con- 
sider car owners as being mainly 
responsible for the deteriorating 
situation. 



For some countries, particu- 
larly the developed ones, it is a 
blessing to have ample leisure 
time. But here in Iran it is a 
symptom of many problems. For 
one thing, statistics reveal that 
Iran has one of the youngest 
populations. On the other hand, 
it has also quite a large number 
of unemployed. These two seg- 
ments of the population seem- 
ingly play a minor — if not a 


4 . 


Pass strict anti-pollution 
regulations to be enforced 
by police officers trained 
in curbing pollution. 


gasoline will be saved. 


9, 


5, 


One may be able to survive Jor several days without 
Jood or water but one cannot survive more than five 
minutes without air. 


It is consoling to note that the 
problem is not new and not pecu- 
liar to Tehran. The big difference 
that governments put the blame 
on' different groups of people. Is 
it correct to blame only the driv- 
ers and car owners? Government 
authorities, who themselves are 
car owners (if not drivers), have 
only to remember that they have 
been selected by the same people 
whom they blame for the prob- 
lem to tackle these kind of prob- 
lems as policy-makers, and now 
they point their fingers on the 
people. The cycle is therefore a 
cause of concern. 

We will never be foil talking 
about this topic. The media, as 
everybody knows, plays a vital 
role too and must keep r emindin g 
the authorities to do something. 
On die other hand, we can say 
that merely talking is better than 
not talking as it is proof that we 
realize die seriousness of the situ- 
ation. 

Why do some people put the 
blame only on car owners? 
Should people be discouraged 
from buying cars? 

As everybody knows, cars are 
not a luxury anymore. They are 
necessities in life. The solution, 
therefore, would not be had by 
simply discouraging people from 
owning cars. There are certain 
measures that may be taken by 


major — role in creation of traf- 
fic congestions. The young go on 
driving sprees while the unem- 
ployed take on jobs as drivers. 
Thus if there were other nwmii 
by which these two segments of 
the population could put to better 
use their free time die problem of 
air pollution in the long run 


Form an inspection com- 
mittee to determine auto- 
mobiles that should be 
banned from the city's 
streets. Each vehicle 
should pass inspection by 
the committee and receive 
an approval sticker. 
Those in charge of issuing 
the stickers must be em- 
ployed and singled out 
meticulously through 
thorough screening and 
must be absolutely reli- 
able. Any vehicle not hav- 
ing this sticker must be 
banned from use. 

Experts believe that the quick- 
est way to embark on a program 
to eradicate junk cars and pollut- 
ants is to start a step-by-step cam- 
paign. For example the mayor of 


Electric cars should be put 
on the streets. Imported 
cars should not be dis- 
couraged from entering 
the country and prices 
should as much as possi- 
ble be competitive. In- 
stead of selling foreign 
cars at exorbitant prices 
people should be given the 
opportunity to buy them in 
installments. The reason 
why there are still a lot of 
junk cars in this country is 
that foreign cars are exor- 
bitant in price. 

Analysts suggest that the car 
importer as well as Iran Khodro 
and SAIPA companies must pur- 
chase obsolete and old cars from 
the owners and offer the custom- 
ers a trade-in deal for pollution 
free cars. A loan should also be 
offered so that the customers 


use the loan to pay the 

If we seriously look at the 



7 TL _ u we senousiy loot at the 

1 here will be a rude awakening if we do not soon get traffic problem in this country it 
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a handle on air pollution 


would be less. 

One suggestion would be to 
open vocational t raining p , 
where young people may be 
made to undergo compulsory 
training and then be employed 
with adequa t e wages In produc- 
tion centers. In this way they will 
not only have less time to wander 
around or drive aimlessly an the 
roads but also will help solve the 
inflation problem by raising pro- 
duction. 


one of die small towns adjacent 
to the capital city (say Karaj or 
Chalus) can be the pioneer in the 
campaign and announce that 
starting, say June 1, 1997, any 
chr entering or running in that 
city must meet particular require- 
ments. Next comes Tehran-Karaj 
free-way followed by Tehran- 


is not as serious as in other coun- 
tries. say Japan or Thailand 
However, it is unfortunate that 
Tehran is considered the second 
meat polluted city in the world. 
This only proves die seriousness 
of the pollution problem in tf™ 
metropolis which is not getting 
any better in spite of die attention 
being focused on it by the may g 
media. 

Therefore, we may draw the 


and transfer the money to die 
recipient's account instead of vis- 
iting him/her. You can also 
benefit from ATM (automated 
teller machine) to pay your bills. 
There are diversified means 
which can be used as substitutes 
for visiting in person. H* tradi- 
tional way of visiting a place 
without telephoning was good in 
small villages where no cars or 
telephones were used. 


the authorities. 

First of all, it is necessary to 
pinpoint the air pollutants. It may 
be well to remind that pollution 
does not only occur in the streets 
but even inside our homes as 
well. The air fumigants that we 
use, gas heaters, and even insect 
killers are air poll utants. 

To make the air that we 
breathe really clean, the govern- 
ment must take the initiative in 
launching a strict campaign 
against air pollutants in general. 
It should spend, more money and 
time an educating the public as to 
the hazards of air pollution simi- 
lar to what other governments are 
now doing in the case of cigarette 
smoking. 

One of the main causes why 
people are so interested in or 
forced to drive a car is the ample 
leisure time, lack of appropriate 
public transportation and cheap 
gasoline. 

It might seem that the public 
is just as guilty as the government 
authorities when it comes to un- 
derstood mg the potential risks of 
air pollution and what can be 
done about it If they approach 
the problem in a rational way 
they themselves will reap the 
fruits of their labor. 


Imagine a situation where 
people, instead of wandering 
around the town in cars, buses, 
taxis or on foot are either work- 
ing in factories, going to schools 
(vocational or ordinary ones) or 
are engaged in any other produc- 
tive job. There would be less 
people in the streets and more 
people in working places. 

Consider the following added 
suggestions: 


fhe municipality and other relevant organizations 
have come under fire for failing to tackle the 
problem 


it 


Launch a project for 
kH* building a new modern 
city in compliance with 
urban development plans. 
The city, which must ob- 
serve strict aming areas, 
should have residential 
areas far from areas sus- 
ceptible to pollution. An 
ideal city would obviously 
attract a part of the capi- 
tal city's population. 

Another alternative would be 
to transfer the capital city to other 
cities such as Isfahan. 


Qom express-way which should 
be closed to pollutant vehicles. 
Parking lots of all the supermar- 
kets, chain department stores, 
fruit/vegetable markets (Tareh- 
bar), entertainment centers and 
the like should become off limit 
to light vehicles lacking catali- 
zors or passenger-cars which do 
not comply with international 
guidelines. In other words the. 
new strict law can be enforced 
gradually in different parts. One 
by one streets or zones become 
off-limit to certain motor-vehi- 
cles. The new regulations are not 
something that can be introduced 
over-nighL New traffic regula- 
tions if imposed step-by-step will 
be easier to accept 


conclusion that the plausible so- 
lution is to encourage care Oat 
are virtually exhaust free. If 
terms and prices are encourag- 
ing, car users will be willing and 

cooperative to substitute their old 

cars. 

Research projects should be 
launched to solve the problem of 
air-pollution. The diversified as- 


The price of goods must 
be the same everywhere in 
die city to prevent trips by 
c o nsu mer s who are after 
the bargains or best deals. 
Unfortunately the price of 
goods varies in different 
parts of Tehran. This 
leads to u n necessary trips 
by customers. A man re- 
siding in north of Tehran 
sometimes makes a trip to 
south of die city because 
he knows he can save at 
least 500 rials on one 
item. 


The Tehran Metro Project 
once accomplished will 


The authorities should focus on eradicating 
air-pollution rather than on mottoes and mere 
propaganda 


6. 


No new license plate 
should be issued for obso- 
lete cars. 


7* 




Give the private sector op- 
portunities to invest in 
public transport such as in 
companies that operate 
electric buses, subways, 
cable-cars etc.. 


All trucks and buses must 
be made to turn off their 
engine while parking or 
stopping longer than five 
minutes. 


8. 
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Designate busy roads as 
being “off-limits" to pri- 
vate vehicles one day in 
the week, preferably Sat- 
urday. Only public buses 
and taxicabs should be al- 
lowed. Motorcycles or 
scooters and mini-buses 
should also be banned. 


Private vehicles should 
not be allowed to operate 
as taxicabs. All taxicabs 
should operate on a “hire 
as you call” basis. This 
way they will not be run- 
ning on the roads looking 
for passengers or custom- 
ers. If anybody needs a 
taxi he can always tele- 
phone the agency. Aside 
from drastically reducing 
pollution, lots of time and 


pects of the problem rrmst be 
tackled. 

Experts suggest that one of 
the measures to be taken in this 
regard is to interview people to 
seek their opinion on how to 
cope with traffic jams, pollution 
and population growth in big cit- 
ies. New policies should be for- 
mulated in compliance with the 
research results. 

During interviews with city 
bus and taxi passengers they can 
be asked questions like where 
*bey are going, how often and 
why they take such and such bus 
or route and wouldn’t they prefer 
to use telephone or other commu- 
nication mwrna ttvrfftsiH 

In other words people n»i«+ be 
helped to understand and learn 
to refrain from making 
trips and commuting when there 
are alternatives. 

For example, suppose you 
wish to pay your bills or debts 
you can go to the nearest bank 


certainly play a pivotal 
role in reducing the pol- 
lution. There is no doubt 
that it would also lead to 
mounting a desire among 
citizens to reside in Karaj 
rather than in Tehran. 
Karaj, 35 km west of Te- 
hran used to be one of the 
suburbs of Tehran. But 
now it is expanding rap- 
idly and is expected to 
grow into one of large cit- 
ies in near future. Metro 
is to link Karaj to Tehran. 

Beyond doubt a deadline must 
be set for the people in charge of 
metro project to make it opera- 
tional. People cannot wait for 
ever. Metro management should 
be called to a live TV debateand 


interrogated on the reasons of the 

delay and answer the questions, 
raised on rumors surrounding 
this problem. This will urge them 
to decide to finish the project as 
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soon as possible. 

Pollution is certainly a serious 
problem endangering the lives of 
children, elderly and the young 
alike. 

Presently it seems impassible 
to solve this problem over night 
It would be like trying to leva to 
speak a foreign Imp u y over- 
night- But let us suppose we 
were forced to Ieam the lan g ua ge 
or solve such a problem as the 
p olluti on. Suppose we realized 
that the pollution poses a real 
clanger. Suppose- you were told 
you have to either solve a particu- 
lar given problem within a month 
(or before a certain deadline) or 
you would lose your job. Then 
what would you do? 



Another good suggestion 
would be to plant more 
trees. - More trees mean 
more oxygen and cleaner 
air. 


a The last suggestion would 
be to encourage decen- 
tralization. The Tehran 
Metro project, mice op- 
erational, will be a great 
boost in easing decentrali- 
zation. For example, a 


likely result would be to 
encourage Tehran resi- 
dents to move to Karaj. 
Karaj, 35 km west of Te- 
hran, is a fast -growing 
suburb and its develop- 
ment will be expedited 
once the metro becomes 
operational. Many of- 
fices, private and govern- 
mental, can be relocated 
there. 


It is also suggested that as the 
first measure to be taken is invit- 
ing the relevant authorities to a 
live weekly television debate on 
this issue. A trip of 1,000 miles 
begins with the first step. 


The problem of pollution may 
never be totally eradicated. On 
the other hand, we don’t have to 
live with it Children are espe- 
cially vulnerable. Therewflihea 

rnde awakening if we do not soon 
get a handfe rm ary p ollution 
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Let’s act now before we climb 
the ladder and Tehran becomes 
the most polluted city in the 
world. 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — On account of the 
vital role toys play in influencing 
the development of character traits 
in children and determining oven, 
their physical development, 
choosing the best toys for them is 
a concern of families and 
psychologists. 

Playing is an activity in which 
a child derives so much pleasure 
and through which he gains -• 
control of certain processes and 
understands many facets of life. 
Through play a child gains 
knowledge of himself and the 
world around hhn. He learns how 
to behave with other children. 
Playing teaches children social, 
cognitive and oral skills. For 
example, by playing a child can 
build an imaginative skyscraper 
with the use of wooden blocks or 
draw with the use of colored pencils. 

In general, a game can be: 1) 
Completely physical, like running 
and jumping, 2) Mental, like 
solving a puzzle and memorizing 
words or 3) Creative, like drawing 
pictures. 

Playing creates new worlds for 
a child. It has great influence an 
childhood and increases a child’s 
intelligence quotient (IQ). A child 
can «nanipwtflfr% die world around 
hftn and make it suit his cognitive 
abilities. He moves toward his fete 
through playing. Playing also 
improves a child's speaking and 
conversation abilities as well as his 
physical growth. It is a pleasurable 
activity to which a child may 
richly devote his time and 
follow with perseverance to the 
fullest. Playing makes children 
active, allows them to take part 
voluntarily in different activities _ 
and to discover their own 
identities, social rules and society 
expectations. There are different 
theories concerning playing. A 
few are enumerated as follows: 

1. Friedrich Froebel, German 
educational reformer, e mph a si ze s 
laming and gaining experience 
through playing. He believes that 

a child will be attracted to life by 
living with movable objects. He 
has divided toys into two groups: 
gifts or that which consists of 
cubes, globes and cylinders, and 
amusement which consists of 
things made from paper, wood, 
clay, etc. He believes a child can 
become familiar with the concepts 
of form, measure, number and 
balance by playing games. 


2. .Carl Grosz, German 
philosopher and writer, is the 
author of the theory of 
prepractice. According to the 
theory, playing is a prepractice. 
He defines playing as a 
preparatory activity, Le., making 
children ready for life. It creates 



the appropriate opportunity for 
children to practice and complete 
learning activities and skills for 
the next stage of life, that is, 
adolescence. 

3. In Freud's belief, playing is 
an activity involving joy and 
pleasnre. Playing involves 
behavior revealing children’s 
dreams and needs for growth and 
maturing. Children make their 
own world through play. In games 
they can become doctors, bosses, 
teachers and whatever they like to 
be. They can shift a game’s 
process and finish it in a manner 
they like. They themselves can 
decide die end of a game or story 

“to suit their taste. 

4. Erikson, American 
psychoanalyst, emphasizes stress ■£ 
on the process of growth. He g 
believes that playing is a form of ” 
thinking applied to difficult ^ 
situations and promoting a sense of ^ 
domina nce 

5. Herbert Spencer, English 
philosopher, presents the theory of 
excessive energy. He believes 
human beings are naturally active 

' and energetic and playing is a way 
of discharging excess energy. He 
refers to human instinct as the 
origin of playing. He believes that 
excess energy is applied in playing 
and results in undeliberate joy. 

■6. Lazarus is die proponent of 
the theory of amusement, saying 
that nlnvinz creates an opportunity 


for calm and the regaining of 
intellectual powers. 

Some psychologists believe 
tha t children play in order to 
revive scenes which were created 
by their ancestors during their 
lifetime. Most psychologists agree 
that playing is a prerequisite to 
learning. It accelerates the process 
of learning. Children freely 
experiment with their toys and 
gain experience on the basis of the 
results of their experiments. 

Obviously, paying attention to 
the kind of toys children play with 
is very important for their 
development in different 
environments — social, 
individual, group, cognitive, 
physical, etc. 

Toys are children’s instruments 
for playing. They are also said to 
be a child’s best friend. They are 
an [inseparable part of his life. 
They are one of the most important 
and influential instruments in 
forming character traits. 

Providing children with 


dangerous toys such as guns, 
knives, whips, tanks and grenades 
has the tendency of encouraging 
children’s tendencies to quarrel 
and be compatible wife such toys. 
One effect toys have on the minds 
of children is that they impart 
social values. Children get to be 
familiar with different social 
functions and activities through 
games. For example, when a child 
works with fee tools of carpentry 
he becomes familiar with fee work 


of a carpenter and fee kind of tools 
he uses. In similar ways, it is easy 
to understand how cultural taste is 
affected by the kind of toys 
provided for children, influencing 
the child's choice of values, 
views, attitudes, fashion and 
physical appearance later in life. 

Generally, people consider 
playing as a means of killing time. 
This is no more true than in the 
case of children attending school. 
Parents usually look upon the 
activity negatively and try to 


prevent them from playing. The 
feet is, playing less than enough 

deprives children of different 
opportunities and stunts their 
social growth. Children who shun 
play have foe tendency to be 
introspective. 

Playing is the most effective, 
meaningful and powerful way of 
teaming. If one observes a child 
serious at play he will find feat he 
is putting all his energy and skill 
to work. During a game, a child 
thinks, makes plans and innovates. 
He applies his physical power as 
well as mental power. 

For kindergarten kids, playing 
is a form of training which works 
similar to experience or education 
in adults. The difference is that 
playing can be a child’s main 
preoccupation which is not so wife 
adults. Whatever values children 
may obtain from playing are 
generally positive for it leads to 
experience which is the result of 
fete exercise of muscles and senses. 
In short, playing can provide the 
drills which make them ready to 
tackle their adult life. ~~ 

Playing has physical, 
cognitive, sentimental, social, 
ethical, economic and therapeutic 
values. It also promotes a child's 
psychic health and makes him 
more adjustable to his 

environment. 


The movement of muscles and 
their conditioning in activities 
such as running, jumping and 
walking are the physical values of 
playing. 

One popular theory in 
psychology is that playing 
enhances intellectual 

development. There are those who 
are inclined to believe that 
children who do not have enough 
toys or recreational facilities fall 
intellectually behind others who 
do later in life. Some 
psychologists also believe that one 
of the reasons for some learning 
problems in children is the lack of 
playing opportunities afforded to 
them in childhood. On the other 
hand, those who have engaged in 
games that emphasize discovery 
drills during their preschool age 
tend to be more independent, 
curious and successful during their 
schooling period. 

Playing helps a child 
understand and control foe world 
around him and to differentiate 
between fee real world and fee 
world of imagination. It enables 
him to compare his capabilities 
wife feat of others, encouraging a 
healthy spirit of competition. It 
also enables him to develop 
satisfactory relations wife others. 

Playing is also important in 
making children gregarious. A 
child through group playing 
understands fee role and value of 
other children. He understands 



feat in order to be an acceptable 
character he should be honest, fair 
and serious. He understands the 
meaning of fair play. This is fee 
ethical aspect of playing. Playing 
enhances the senses of 
responsibility, friendship, 
respect, kindness, contribution, 
politeness, discipline and 
cooperation which are fee ethical 
bases of adult activities. 

While at play a child also teams 
how to display feelings and 
sentiments in different situations. 
Affection displayed among 
children discourages the 


development of stress and anxiety. 

It can also be a treatment 
approach. A child during play has 
enough time to reveal his feelings 
of anxiety, deprivation, distrust, 
fear, amazement and distress. 
Game therapy is the effective 
means of working with children 
who have psychological problems. 

It is a means of escaping children's 
needs and cravings which have not 
been met. According to 
researches performed by some 
psychological groups, toys much 
in demand in our country are dolls 
of various kinds and cars with 
remote control systems. Toys in 
low d emand are fee mec hani cal, 
bulky cars and black-colored 
dolls. Prices, packing, quality and 
physical appearance of toys are fee 
most important factors 
determining customer satisfaction 
and selling rate. 

It is not uncommon to see a girl 
at play imitating fee appearance or 
way of dressing of her dolls. A boy 
at play wife guns and knives tends 
to mimic hostile actions like 
highjacking, murder, kidnapping. 
Personal choices and behavior 
patterns are, therefore, highly 
influenced by fee kind of toys a 
child plays wife. 

It is the responsibility of toy 
makers to study and undertake 
needed research to come up with 
fee kind of toys that have a positive 
effect on children. What the 
country needs are toys that 
promote creativity, enhances fee 
development of skills and 
improves fee mental alertness of 
children. It is to be noted that toys 
also have an effect on fee cultural 
development of children. By 
encouraging the purchase of 
Iranian-made toys over those 
made abroad we will be showing 
fee superiority of our cultural 
values over those of foreign 
countries and helping pass them on 
to the next generation. 

In recent days some positive 
steps have been taken by 
responsible authorities to change 
the typical American doll — fee 
Barbie — wife an Iranian version 
— Sara and Dara. Furthermore, 
producers and responsible 
authorities should endeavor to 
mak e prices of toys within reach 
of fee average Iranian family in 
order to enable such family to avail 
of them. Last but not fee least, it 
is fee responsibility of parents to 
choose appropriate toys for their 
children as dictated by their 
budget and their children’s 
disposition, characteristics, 
feelings, sex, interests, and 
intellectual development. As a 
word of advice: toys which 
promote children’s creativity and 
make diem active physically take 
the upper hand. 
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£ TEHRAN — Eid-ul-Azha, also 
* called Eid-ul-Kabir, because it is a 
£ day of sacrifice, is celebrated by 
£ fee Muslims the world over. It 
£ commemorates the historic sacri- 
*4 fice made by Hazrat Ibrahim and 
Jjlays stress an the fret that .real 
*4 happiness and true joy are sot to 
£be sought in the acquisition of 

<K wealth, that it is not acquiring but 

^giving away freely what one has 
j feat mates for sublimation of the 

[Spirit 

« The festival is also a conforma- 
*j tion of frith that man’s unique 
place in the order of God’s crea- 
tion is earned through absolute and 
unquestioned submission to Al- 
lah's will and a total rejection of 
doubt and disbelief in the fulfill- 
ment of His commands. “Say, my 
aJ prayers, my sacrifices, my living 
S and my dying are all for Allah the 
£ Lord cf the universe. ” (6. 163): 
£2 This verse of the Holy Qoran 
£ beautifully sums up the quintes- 
#4 sence of the spirit of Islam. 

£ Edi-ul-Azha is one of the two 
£ canonical festivals in Islam. The 
£ word “Azha” is the plural of 
£ “Azhat,” meaning sacrifice hence 
** this Eid is called the festival of 
£ sacrifice. 

*h Hazrat Ibrahim once dreamt 
£ that he was himself sacrificing his 
*4 dearest and only son, Hazrat Is- 
£ mail. He discussed this dream wife 
+4 his son, and taking it as a pointer 
♦W-* 


from God, he readily undertook to 
translate his dream into reality. He 
took his son, Ismail to the Hill of 
Merwah near fee House of God in 
Mecca. When he was about to 
sacrifice his son, a providential 
intervention took place and a ram 
was substituted for sacrifice. 

What God intended was to put 
Hazrat Ibrahim to a test, so that 
this supreme manifestation of fee 
frith in God and unquestioned ac- 
ceptance of His will may be set 
forth as a beacon light and inspira- 
tion to all men, women of faith and 
goodwill. 

The unquestioned submission 
and fee unshakable resolve to obey 
Allah without any thought of self 
and the possibility of capitulating 
to. fee paternal instinct, vindicated 
Hazrat Ibrahim's title of Khalilul- 
lah (Friend of God). It is in fee 
commemoration of this supreme 

sacrifice of Hazrat Ibrahim in fee 
way of God on fee tenth of Zelha- 
jjeh feat fee Muslims celebrate 
Eid-ul-Azha wife marked enthusi- 
asm and due solemnity. 

The festival also serves to re- 
duce fee economic inequalities and 
build up a contented society, sen- 
sitive to the needs of fee have-nots. 
The believers offer in sacrifice a 
sheep, a goat, a cow or a camel. 
The flesh of sacrificial animals is 
divided into three portions: one- 
third being given to relatives, one- 


one- third is consumed by fee fam- 

Uy * . . 

Wife a view to ensuring fee 

solidarity of fee Muslim commu- 
nity for all times to come, fee men 
of wealth needed to be taught to 
share fee benefits of their worldly 
possessions wife the poor and fee 
needy. 

What was more, this process of 
parting with wealth to ameliorate 
fee sufferings of the poor and fee 


any tendency on fee part of its 
followers to develop individualism 
to an extent which would shatter 
their essential unity as believers. 

Man’s emotional attachment to 
his wealth, and his unwillingness 
to part wife it in fee interests of 
society as a whole proved fee most 
powerful obstacle to fee creation 
of an egalitarian society envisaged 
by Islam, and it was through sac- 
rifice on fee occasion of this frsti- 
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val that this tendency was sought 
to be curbed. 

The Qoranic concept of sacri- 
fice centers on fee selfless and the 
bumble so that it becomes the 
binding force which keeps human 
personality in readiness for with- 
standing evil. 

The institution of sacrifice in 
Islam is not only in commemora- 
tion of fee historic event of Hazrat 
Ibrahim’s submission to fee will of 
Allah but also in perfect conso- 
nance wife fee universal practice 
of sacrifice as enunciated end pro- 


destitute was to be accompanied 
by a restraint on emotion, because 
fee sacrifice would not involve a 
mere dispossession of an object, 
but would involve fee killing of 
domestic animal for fee purpose of 
distributing its meat among those 
who needed it 

Obviously, fee act was in- 
tended to symbolize fee social ob- 
ligations of the owners of private 
property held by them as a gift 
from God to be used in fee mannw 
and to fee extent God has pre- 
scribed. 

Eid-ul-Azha strengthens the 


religions of fee world. 

Animal sacrifice has been prac- 
ticed by almost all religions of 
yore, but Islam has given new 
meaning to it It was practiced in 
fee past mostly to pacify revenge- 
ful goods. 

I s lam did not consider gnfmat 
sacrifice as a nv»»mc of appeasing 
an offended deity or as an atozse- 
rcift n t of sin. In Islam sacrifice is 
as outward symbol of man's readi- 
ness to lay down even Ins life, if 
need be, for fee sake of God and 
to sacrifice all his interests and 
ambitions in fee caus e of truth ««d 
righteousness. 

The basic philosophy of sacri- 
fice according to the Holy Qoran, 
is love of God and fee estab- 
lishment of truth. 

As a living institution, it is de- 
signed to give the Muslims fee 
world over an annual op p o r tunity 
to realize their oneness in frith. 
Says fee -Holy Qoran: “And to 
every nation. We appointed a rit- 
ual that they may mention the 
name of Allah over the beast cf 
cattle that He has given them for 
food. ”(22:34) 

Islam invests this institution 
wife & deep philosophy. The loll- 
ing of an animal is only symbolic. 

It represents the killing of every 
a nim al instinct in man and his wild 
and unchecked passions, lusts and 
desires — nay, fee voluntary ex- 


entire being in communion wife 4 
fee Divine Being. This prepares^ 
fee Believers to consider no sacri- * 
fice great, when fee occasion war-* 
rants, in fee cause of truth and J; 
justice, which is the cause of A1-* 
lab. ♦ 

The Holy Qoran makes fee in-* 
tendon behind fee sacrifice of am- ^ 
mals clear in fee verse which says: ♦ 
"h is not their flesh nor their biood\ 
that readies Allah, but to Him is ♦ 
acceptable righteousness cm your * 
part . " (22:37) 4- 

The slaughter of animal s is A* 
constant reminder of fee native + 
behind the hollowed practice of* 
sacrifice, and not just a rite of ^ 
custom. Only those who have* 
spiritual insight can sense and fori * 
its impact It is a great example of ♦ 
piety, devolution to high purpose * 
and fee spirit of sacrifice — fhe+ 
spirit to foige personal possession* 
for fee larger good and to rise* 
above material temptations. * 

♦ 

The Eid, which also marks the * 
annual celebration of laying fee * 
foundation of Ka’ba, the House of * 



third to the poor and tire re m ai nin g egalitarian aspect of Islam against pounded by almost all the major tinction and self of his 



God, highlights the supremacy of ♦ 
spiritual attainments over materia! * 

considerations. And fee emotion £ 
of one brotherhood, to which all ♦ 
Muslims belong becomes remark- * < - 
ably pronounce on this occasion. ♦ !: 
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Shakibaie, and a poetic and social 
view toward family relations make 
The Green House very successful. 

Dozdan-e Maadarbozorg (Kid- 
nappers of Grandma) directed by 
Mehdi Sabbaghzadeh, the able 
feature film director, condemns 


points. 

Kaaragaah (The Detective) di- 
rected by Hasan Hedayat was a 
detective serial whose setting 
dated back to fee early years of 
Pahlavi dynasty. The Detective en- 
joyed interesting episodes and a 


A view from Imam All (AS) serial 

Tehran Tunes Service 



TEHRAN — In fee year 1996, fee 
Iranian national TV broadcast 
some ten new serials along wife 
three reruns for its five channels. 
The most important and the most 
costly one was Imam Ali (AS) di- 
rected by Davood Mir Baqeri. 

The serial was a professional 
work and very attractive. Apart 
from fee technical and positive at- 
tractions of the serial, fee people’s 
profound interest to the subject 
matter and fee infallible character 
of Imam Ali (AS) was another 
determinant factor behind the 
popularity of fee serial. 

Imam Ali (AS) serial pictures 
four years of Imam All’s (AS) 
government from the assassination 
of Ofeman, the second caliph, to 
Imam’s martyrdom. During those 
four years Imam Ali (AS) was 
busy fighting his enemies thus had 
no opportunity to really rule the 
Islamic society. It seems that the 
serial is mainly focusing on the 
Imam's military struggles rather 
than his life. It would be still more 
interesting had it pictured Imam's 
life from the very childhood to the 
time of his martyrdom. 

Music of the serial, composed 
by Farhad Fakhroddini, is one of 




the brightest elements of the se- 
rial. 

The Imam Ali (AS) serial 
sparked harsh arguments among 
Shia and Sunni in the cinematic 
society and religious centers, thus 
some parts had to be censured. The 
reductions damaged the whole 
serial. 

The other successful serial of 
last year was ” Dar Panah-e Tou' 
(In Thy Shelter) directed by 
Hamid Labkhandeh. This family 
melodrama pictures a love trian- 
gle. The young buxom and hand- 
some actresses and actors, with 
their sentimental acts, caught the 
young strata immensely. 

Introducing a few new actors 
and actresses, (La’ya Zanganeh, 
Hasan Joharchi, etc. ) who played 
in feature films later, are indica- 
tive of the their efficient acts in fee 
serial. 

Khaneye Sabz (The Green 
House) made by Bijan Birang and 
Masoud Rassam. a couple who 
introduced a new style in TV se- 
rial-making wife their popular 
Hamsaraan (The Mates), devel- 
oped the same social style in their 
new product. 

Having in fee crew, fee best 
actor of feature films, Khosro 
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Shakibaie (R), Rambod Javan (Q and Daryoush Asadzadeh in ? 
a view of The Green House 



An indoor shot from The Same Color as Shell 


materiality and encourages spiritu- 
ality. The serial could be packed 
in four episodes, rather it was pro- 
longed to 25 episodes. The music 
was an adaptation of one of fee 
most beautiful Iranian pieces re- 
produced by Sa’id Mohammadi 
Motlaq. 

The story is simple but attrac- 
tive: An old woman is kidnapped 
by three amateur kidnappers for 
ransom. The old woman works on 
them to bring them into fee right 
path, and she meets their material 
needs. She does the task success- 
fully. On the whole, the serial was 
a collection of strong and weak 


strong screenplay along with ac- 
ceptable stage setting. Slow 
rhythm was the only weak point of 
the serial. 

Berang-e Sadaf (The Same 
Color as Shell) wife hurried casts, 
weak directions, was unsuccessful 
in safeguarding the dignity of ffi- 
jab. 

Kteme dar Aatash (The House 
°n Fire), wife- various ups and 
downs on social delinquency and 

drug addiction was also unsnecess- 

fol and carried no artistic view. 
Gordoh-e Nqjaat (The Rescue 


Crew), which was a very very 
weak adaptation of the American 
serial Emergency , pictured the 
events in a successful fire station. 
In The Rescue Crew The nonpro- 
fessional actors, the director's 
lack of sufficient knowledge on 
action movies, and a lot more 
made the TV watchers totally 
bored 

Nou’e Deegar (In an Other 
Way), with the artist couple Be- 
hrooz Baqaie and Parastoo 
Golestani, casts a psychological 
study on the family relations. The 


whole work is clear-cut, effective 
and successful. 

Last year fee DUB broadcast 
three reruns wife English subti- 
tles, Hezaar Dastan, Kouchek 
Jangali and Sarzamin-e Man va 
Neq aa b d aran (My Land and the 
Masked), of which fee last one 
was terrible. All fee three serials 
required a lot of patience even in 
their first broadcast let alone fee 
reruns. 

Generally speaking, the major- 
ity of TV serials last year were 
superficial and not professional. 
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Tehran Tunes Sendee 

TEHRAN — During last year 
3000 juvenile enjoyed the facilities 
of Urumieh House of Youth, 
new ^»pers reported yesterday. 

The House of Youth in Uru- 
ntieh is a complex which organizes 
cultural, artistic, educational, re- 
ligious and consulting activities 
for fee young strata of this border 


province. 

The house was inaugurated in 
1995 fay President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani and started formal work 
since the year 1996. Considering 
fee built and land area, Uruniieh 
House of Youth is unique in the 
country. It has 2820 members. 

The complex offers various 
services to fee young strata rang' 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 










* * 




“Mi 

>? '.*!c 


A dfcmxe at ^Sniemafianal 









j. i. • ; •-•: 7r^b Si}:.- 

- f '-. •.^'■s- • •• • ^ "■. ; ■ *— 


Tehran T imes Weekend Issue 

^THU. APR. 17, 1997; FARVARDIN 28, 137% ZII^HAJJEH 9, 1417~ 



4- 



(A Glance af Rational ’fSlbmts 


VORl.n IN HIGH LIGHT 






* "* 3r ill. 


' »• a-.i 
-?-■■: »=-. • 


Tzsasdop, April# 

5 Warring 2^oimm 
. Factions Agree on 
Need for Cease-Fire 

string Zairean parties 
agreed on the need fora 
cease-fire to caul six- 
,j. sooth -old civil war, a joint state- 
... menl released after four days of 
v . peace talk said. 

Congress Denies 
; Peace Talks With 
- Indian Government 
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y ndia’s Congress Party 
denied it ■would hold for- 
mal peace talks with die 
* rating coalition to end a political 
crisis threatening to topple the gov- 
emmet*. 

NAM Conference 
Calls For Freeze of 
Relations With 
Israel 


he Non-Aligned Move- 
ment (NAM) wound up a 
conference by calling for 

“democratic** United Nations re- 
forms a freeze on relations 
with Israel in an attempt to tackle 

the Middle East peace process cri- 
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New Clashes Break 
Out in ALKhdlil , 
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@ housanda of protesters 
marched behind the flag- 
shrouded body of a Pal- 
estinian killed by Israeli troops, 
calling for revenge and suicide at- 
tacks agains t Israelis- New clashes 
broke oat following the funeral. 

- Sri Lankan Navy 
Pounds Tiger 
'Coastal Bases 




flotilla of navy gunboats 
j launched a surprise pne- 
' dawn attack against a 
coastal base of Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas in northeastern Sir Lanka, 
defense officials said. 




Thursday, April IS 

Yeltsin Lashes 
Corruption , Graft, 
Urges Reforms 

1 resident Boris Yeltsin 
’lashed out at corruption 
1 as a threat to the security 
of Russia and said be was sure his 
government would win the age-old 
battle against graft. 

Shots Exchanged on 
Korean Border 
Before Cohen Visit 

[orfh and South Korean 
[troops exchanged wam- 
'ing shots at their tense 
border shortly before U.S. De- 
fence Secretary /William Cohen 
flew to the area, U.S. and South 
Korean officials said. 

Friday s April 11 

Mobutu Aide Hits 
Back atU.S .9 
Refuses Response to 
Rebel Ultimatum 




CrJ 


Gu 


top aide to President 
l Mobutu Sese Seko hit out 
'at U.S. suggestions feat 
Ac embattled Zairean leader’s rule 

was all but over, as pressure con- 
t foiwrfi to build on Mobutu to cut a 
deal with rebel forces sweeping 
across the country. 


Seminar on Muslim 
Unity Opened in 
Mecca 

seminar Muslim Unity 
1 opened and philosophers 
f and Islamic experts from 
17 countries surveyed ways for 
unifying foe Muslims ranks. 

Angola Inaugurates 
Reconciliation 
Gov 9 t After Long, 
Bloody War 


n inauguration ceremony 
began for a new govern- 
ment of national recon^. 
ciliation after two decades of civil 
was in which 500,000 people died. 




Saturday, April 12 

Mobutu Rejects 
Rebel Ultimatum 




| airean President Mobutu 
' Sese Seko rejected an ul- 
timatum from rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila, who had 
Wednesday given hi™ three days 
“to relinquish power.** 


Coalition Collapses, 
Government 
Refuses to Take a 
Back Seat 


V /ndia moved a step closer 
I A to fresh general elections 
•it^when the country's 
ousted government said it would 
only take part in a new coalition as 
tiie lead player. 

ALKhalil Faces 
Fifth Consecutive 
Day of Clashes 



y 


t least three Palestinians 
were wounded by rubber 
bullets fired by Israeli 
soldiers in the fifth consecutive day 
of clashes in the divided West Bank 
town of Al-Khalil. 


Sunday, April IS 

Peres, Netanyahu 
Discuss Forming 
Unity Government 



^Orime [Minister Benjamin 
/ Netanyahu and opposi- 

V J don leader Shimon Peres 
discussed forming a unity Govern- 
ment to deal with Israel-Paleslinian 
negotiations to reach a final status 
agreement Israeli media reported. 


Pope Appeals to 
Bosnian Leaders 
for Peace, 
Reconciliation 






I Ope John Paul Q appealed 
to Bosnians tO foster for- 
igiveness and transform 
Sarajevo from a symbol of suffer- 
ing into a model of coexi s tence. 

British Police 
Battle Protesters in 
Centred London, 



Invironmental activists 
I battled with police in riot 
'gear in central London 
after a march calling for greater 
social justice turned violent. 


Mor.z&y, April 

Signs of Normality 
Return to Vlore 



■ t* 



J igns of normality were 
I \ returning to this rebel- 
J town ahead of the immi- 
nent deployment of international 
military forces to secure the port 
for aid deliveries. 


Some 1,200 Troops 
to Land in Albania 

early 1,200 Italian, 
French and Spanish 
troops will land in Alba- 
nia at the start of an Italian-led 
security mission to the Balkan 
country. Italy said. 



MAX IS HIGHLIGHT 


Leader Receives 
Members of 
Assembly of 
Expediency of 
Islamic System 

® he Assembly for Deter- 
mining the Expediency of 
the Mamie System con- 
vened its first meeting in die pres- 
ence of tiie Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei who gave its members 
guidelines for the future function- 
ing of foe assembly. 

AlRI Equipment 
Installed in Imam 
Khomeini Hospital 
in Tabriz 

I onc ur rept with die visit to 
| Tabriz Province ofPresi- 
» dent Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) equipment were in- 
stalled in Imam Khomeini Hospital 
in the province. 



Zvedz-i&c&zy, JLprS - 

Tajikistan Peace 
Negotiations Opens 
in Tehran 




new round of Tajikistan 
| Peace negotiations 
'opened with participa- 
tion of Tajik Foreign Minister TaL 
bek Nazarov, Representative of 
Tajik opposition Akbsr Tutjan- 
zadeh and foe UN special envoy for 
Tajikistan Gerd DiettrichMerrem. 


German Court's 

Statements 

. Unfounded 

'he Foreign Ministry 
'Spokesman. Mahmoud 
Mohamrnadi said that the 
statements made by the German 
court judge against Iran were un- 
founded and influenced by political 
propaganda campaign launched 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 



Protestors Call For 
German Official 
Apology 




| resident Akb&r Hashemi 
Rafsanjani in his Friday 
'prayer sermons de- 
nounced decision of foe German 
court in the so-called Mykonos 
trial as politically motivated and 
called it a historical disgrace for the 
German judicial system. 

Up to 7 Million 
Children to Be 
Vaccinated Against 
Polio 



® he first phase of the 
fourth round of nation- 
wide vaccination against 
polio started with its second phase 
slated for May 9. 

Or *£“7**5* 1 / 

Habibi Named 
Secretary of 
Expediency Council 

| resident Akbar Hashemi 
'Rafsanjani named First 
'Voce President Hassan 
Habibi as the secretary of the Ex- 
pediency Council, IRAN reported. 



Majlis Calls For 
Review of 
Tehran-Bonn 
Relations 


'embers of the Islamic 
I Consultative Assembly 
(Majlis) called for fully 
revision of Tehran's relations with 
Bonn. 



Leader Stresses 
Presence of Muslim 
Ummah in 
International Scene 



' be Leader of the Mamie 
j Revolution Ayatollah Ali 
'Khamenei in a message 
to the Hajj pilgrims stressed unity 
among the Islamic Vnur.ah as well 
as proper utilization of their poten- 
tials to obtain the status Muslims 
deserve. 








re you creative? If you’re 

^ lflte most people, you 
probably think you’re 
not. Throughout our lives, we’re 
told that creativity is rare and mys- 
terious, that only artists are crea- 
tive, that it’s a “right brain” 
function, what ever that means. 

After nearly 20 years of labora- 
tory research, however. I’ve con- 
cluded that creativity is within 
everyone’s reach — no exception. 

Indeed, in recent years I’ve 
successfully applied some lessons 
of the laboratory in real-life set- 
tings with children and teacher. 




parents and corporate executives. 

To your creative poten- 

tial, master these strategies. They 
may be all that stand between you 
and some of the most creative peo- 
ple in history. 

Capturing. New ideas are 
fleeting, like rabbits streaking 
through your consciousness. If 
you don't grab them quickly, 
they’re usually gone forever. Peo- 
ple who arc serious about explor- 
ing their creative side have learned 
ways to heed and preserve their 
new ideas. They have “capturing” 
drills. 
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You will need ~. 

Preparation time 

20-25 minutes 

6 oz. plain flour 
^teaspoon salt 

1 egg, beaten 

~ oz. butter, melted 

For the yeast liquid: 

2 level teaspoons 
dried yeast 

pint warm 

' ’ 

milk less 3 tablespoons 

Cooking time 

| teaspoon sugar 

2 oz. plain floor 

30-35 minutes 

For the filling; 

Oven setting 

~oz. butter, melted 

2 oz. soft brown sugar 

375°F; gas mark 5 

3 oz. currants 


1 oz. mixed peel, chopped 


honey for glazing 


__ lend yeast with warm mi&(110 9 F), sugar and 2 oz. flour. leave 
until frothy, about 20-30 minutes. Mix remaining flour and 
QttJ salt together. Add to yeast mixture with beaten egg and melted 
butter, mix wefl. Knead dough on a lightly floured table for about 
10 minutes. 

Put to rise in a large greased polythene bag, loosely tied, 
until double in size. Remove polythene; knead well on a lightly 
floured table and roll into a rectangle approximately 9 inches 
by 12 inches. Brush with remaining butter and sprinkle on sugar 
and fruit. Roll up as for a Swiss roll and seal edge. Cut into 9 
slices. I^ace in a greased 7-inch square cake tin, cut side down. 
Leave to rise inside a greased polythene bag until dough feels 
springy. 

Remove polythene bag. Bake in a moderately hot oven for 
30-35 minutes. Place on a wire tray andghze hot buns with a 
wet brush dipped in honey. 

QUICK TIP 

Always cover dough well 
during rising to prevent a skin 
forming on (be surface. Use a 
ligfitty greased polythene sheet 
or bag, a large saucepan or mix- 
ing bowl covered with a lid. 



Salvador Dali, the great surre- 
alist, used to grab ideas for paint- 
ings from the fertile semisleep 
state called hypnagogic. He'd sit 
in an armchair with a key in one. 
hand and hold it over a plate placed 
cm the floor. When he drifted off 
to sleep, the sound of the key hit- 
ting tire plate would awaken him. 
Immediately, he'd sketch the bi- 
zarre images he was seeing. 

We all have incredible percep- 
tual experiences in the moments 
before we fall fully asleep. Dali 
simply developed a way to seize 
some of them. 

Artists carry sketch pads. In- 
ventors and writers carry note 
pads or laptop computers, or make 
notes on napkins and candy wrap- 
pers. 

Here’s one simple exercise I’ve 
developed to persuade people of 
their creative potential. I call it 
“capturing a daydream**: 

Close your eyes. Let your mind 
wander freely for a few minutes. 
Relax and just let your thoughts go 
without deliberately guiding diem. 
Did you leave the room? Leave the 
earth? Drift off to the stars? Given 
enough time and no distractions, 
everyone/ sees, hears or experi- 
ences things impossible to experi- 
ence in reality. 

I’ve conducted this exercise all 
over die world, including Japan, 
where, perhaps for cultural rea- 
sons, few people claim to be crea- 
tive. But after a few minutes, 
Japanese audiences report day- 
dreams every bit as rich as Salva- 
dor Dali’s. Said one man: “I flew 
to the top of die building next door 
and saw this building crumble to 
the ground while I ate a sand- 
wich.” (IBM was located next 
door. Was he hoping for a better 
job?) 

Capturing is easier in certain 
setting and at certain times. For 
some people, die three B’s of crea- 
tivity — bed, bath and bus — are 


particularly fertile, especially if 

you keep writing materials handy 
in those locations. Others need to 
sit by a pool or in a lonely cabin in. 
the woods. 

Challenging. One way to ac- 
celerate the flow of new ideas is to 
put yourself in difficult situations 
where you're likely to fe£L Sur- 
prisingly, failure can be a well- 
spring of creativity — if properly 
managed. 

Typically, when we fell to do 
something, we feel frustrated and 
— most important for creativity — 
we begin trying out other behav- 
iors. Many ideas compete vigor- 
ously, greatly enhancing the 
creative process. 

Say you start to turn a doorknob 
budge. You turn the knob harder. 
Then you poll -it up or push it 
down. Maybe you wi gg le it. Even- 
tually, you may shove die door 
with your shoulder or shout for 
help. These efforts — culled from 
established behaviors — will 
probably lead to new solutions. 
Creativity, in short is not mystical: 
it’s an extension of what you al- 
ready know. 

“Ultimate problems” — open- 
ended challenges that have no so- 
lutions — can also be used to 
accelerate creative output. So we 

really want to place ourselves in 
frustrating situations? ^Emphati- 
cally, yes! If you’re feeling sty- 
mied, you're in the company of die 


greatest poets, composers and in- 
ventors of all time. More likely 
than not, you're on the verge of a 
new idea. 

With children, friends or col- 
leagues, try spending 15 minutes a 
week solving one of these: 

* Become a moflionaire — in a 
week. 

* Fix it so that you’ll never 
have to do another household 
chore. 

* Change your miserable local 
climate. (And, no, you can't move 
away!) 

* Agin g is a drag. Eliminate it 

You won’t find solutions, of 

course, but these unsolvable chal- 


know. about. If you normally read 
only mystery novels, pick up a 
history book. If you usually come 
ho me and put a haskethall game on 
TV, turn to one of die educational 
channels instead. In the car, scan 
your radio bands for a new and 

m 

V/Utz new creative powers, 
the little prsbiems that bass 


unfamiliar program. 

Surrounding. Finally, you can 
enhance your creativity by sur- 
rounding yourself with diverse 
stimuli — and, even more impor- 
tant, by changing those stimuli 


How you interact with others ji 
another from of creative “*to> 
rounding. "Brainstorming, forex- 
ample, works to some extent 
because k exposes team partici- 
pants .to multiple But it 

also inhibits creativity by exposing 

ws 9 rs all belter able to solve 
• vs daily. 


Creativity, in short is not mystical: it's an extension of 
what y ou already Lvov. 


lenges will stimulate lots of inter- 
esting new ideas. 

Broadening. The more knowl- 
edge you have and die more di- 
verse that knowledge is, the 
greater your potential for creative 
output. 

In the 1940s Swiss engineer 
Grorge de Mestral was returning 


regularly. 

Put unusual items on your desk 
in the morning — a Mickey Mouse 
hat, pliers, a candle — or just 
rearrange a few things in your 
room. Diverse and ever-changing 
stimuli' help promote diverse and 
ever-changing ideas. 


imfivifeials to disapproval. 

In my research. I’ve found tint 
a “shifting” group — one that 
shifts back and froth from private 
sessions to team meetings — typi- 
cally generates twice as many 
ideas as the brainstonmng gro up . 
Why? Because creativity is always 
an individual process. 

WITH NEW CREATIVI 
POWERS, we’re all better aide k 
solve the little problems tfa if besti 
us daily. The resulting explosion 
of ideas and accomplishment) 
could make those of die Resau- 
sauce look like a tide cm a station- 
ary bicycle. 

(Courtesy th* Pmydtologj 

Ted*,) 


experiment to create artificial 
“hook and loops. ’’The final prod- 

uct — Velcro — blended years of 
training as an engineer and his 
curiosity about botany. 

Countless advances were made 
possible because their creators had 
experience in diverse fields. If you 
want to enhance your own creativ- 
ity, learn about subjects you know 
nothing about— and don’t want to 
from the woods when he became 
annoyed by small burs attached to 
his pants. Under a microscope he 
saw small “hooks” on the burs that 
had grabbed loops of fiber in the 
cloth. Using his experiences in 
many fields, De Mestral began to 

Where Was the 
First Cashpoint 
Machine 1 

t the Enfield branch of 

^ Barclays, on 27 June 
1967, and the first man 
to use it was... Reg Varney of 
On The Buses fame (a celebrity 
opening if ever there was one). 
Customers could use a voucher 

— not a card — to take out the 

princely sum of £10 m cash. 
Now in place all around the 
world, the cashpoint machine 
was a British innovation. 
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Eecrr^g Burkina Fcso children beaming after 'jfcair.ir.g water. 
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r f .or so many years South Af- 
. "yrica was imt off from foe rest 
W^vfrica, and therefore unable to 
learn, (be lessons that others had 
already gone through. 

Recently, however, a number 
of South African NGOs undertook 
a unique study tour of West Africa 




Dear Sir, 

yJL^ofomng to your article 
* m l\ u l:jikt Unuzueh, Beautiful 
rad Serene,** which appeared in 
your March 6, 1997 issue, Fd like 
to make some correction. 

Urumieh or ‘Urmia** is an 
Assyrian word winch means “The 
Place of Water** (Ur =■ water; 
mta = place). Urmia Lake is die 
biggest salty lake of die world. It 
occupies an area just slightly 
bigger than die Great Salt Lake in 
Utah (USA). 

The average salinity of the 
lake’s water changes at various 
places and periods: during wet 


to learn about how rural people on 
flus part of the continent manage 
the land they live on. 

Said the tour coordinator: 
“This tour was an opportunity for 
us in South Africa — who are 
constantly struggling with this 
concept of people and the land — to 


periods salinity declines and 
during dry periods it goes op. 

A few living organisms are able 
to tolerate saline water and fish, 
shrimps, as well as other 
crustaceans don’t, except brine 
shrimps (Artemia). Brine shrimps 
are custaceans belonging to a 
sub-phylum of Arthropod*. Its 
length and weight reaches up to 2 
cm and 20 mg respectively. 

Artenria are useful in aquaculture. 
Adult and newly hatched artemia 
are good food for fry. 

Besides Artemia different, 
species of phytoplanktons exist in 
Lake Urumieh and so it isn’t really 
a dead waterbody. 


Holes in arid Burkina Faso and 
Niger rural lands indicate a special 
fanning technique: each hole is 
treated with manure before the 
crop is planted. 


learn about people working 
through programs to rehabilitate 
the land.” 

Niger and Burkina Faso, two 
countries completely dependent on 
agriculture, are both faced with, 
the main problem of encroachment 
of the desert. They have other 
resources such as gold, silver and 
uranium, but the finances to 
exploit them don't exist 

Water remains a crucial issue 
for the rural people of Niger, with 
water needed for the country’s 12 
million livestock and 22,000 
villages. Often foe water used by 
animals in this seini-arid country 
is also drunk by humans. Word has 
it foot Niger is hoping that South 
Africa will he able to help develop 
water points in 9,000 villages. 

One of the less obvious 
oonsequeaces of this dire shortage 
of water — but nevertheless the 
cause of many wars around foe 
world — is ""that it. carries an 
inherent potential for conflict. 
With no water in foe north, people 
and their animals will move south 
and increase foe chances of that . 
conflict becoming a reality. 

A final point made by foe NGO 
study program — and very relevant 
to foe country today — was that 
there is no fixed formula for land 
management policies in Burkina 
Faso. “Different models work for 
different villages and it’s left to the 
villagers to draft their own 
models.” (Courtesy of On Track , 
Oct. /Nov. 1995.) 

The presence of wild animals in 
the islands such as Armenian 
sheep in Kaboodan and the 
endangered species, the Persian 
fallow deer (Cervus dama 
mezopotamica), should not be 
overlooked. The Persian fellow 
deer’s natural habitat is found only 
in Iran. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mehdi SKiakouri 

(Aquaculturist) Tehran 



Israel’s £Mpraf <J)ivide 



'|srael is an the cutting edge of 
many issues, beginning with 
war and peace. Its citizens hotly 
debate everything from new hous-„ 
mg in East Jerusalem to Sara Ne- 
tanyahu's globe-trotting with her 
husband. Now foe debate is on 
changing sexual patterns. 

« The orthodox Jewish religion 
maintain? Hi at homosexuality is an 
abomination in foe eyes of God. 
Hence, until recently, matters 
concerning secuality were talked 
about in hushed tones. That 
attitude may now be changing, due 
in part to a one-man crusade 
fought by Adir Steiner, a young 
public relations consultant from 
Tel Aviv. 

Steiner, 30, is unusual in that 
for eight years he lived openly 
with his lover. Col. Doron Moisei, 
who died in 1991 at the age of 46 
from cancer. By all accounts, 
Maisel, divorced with three 
daughters, was a man of 
exceptional character and ability. 

He had been head of the Israel 
Defense Force's (IDF) sole 
medical training base, and was a 
serious contender to head the 
biedical Corps itself. He was a 
personal friend of foe late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, dining 
several times at his home. The 
Rabins were fully aware of his 
relationship with Steiner, though 
young Adir never joined them for 
dinner. Moisei’s strongest backer 
in foe IDF was foe then head of the 
army’s southern command, 
General Yitzhak Mordechai, 
currently Israeli Minister of 
Defense, who secured his 
promotion to full colonel. 


Mordechai was also- aware that 
Maisel was gay and lived openly 
with his young lover. At Moisei's 
burial service, he was one of foe 
more prominent mourners who 
attended. 

In short, Israel’s military and 
political establishment appeared to 
have little problem with the 
colonel and his lover, sending 
Maisel to foe U.S. for m-Lcal 
treatment and paying for Steiner to 
accompany him. Until recently, 
Israeli civil law held that 


ylijany English words, as 
V lyou know, have double 
meanings. For example, foe word 
“tender" can mean “to present” 
and also “sympathetic.** For each 
set of two definitions in the 
following list, see if you can supply 

one good word fulfilling both 
definitions. 

1. Humble — to intend 2. Noise 
— robust 3. To land — buoyant 4. 
To cram — a preserve 5. Balancer 
— to climb 6. Powdered — fix 
firmly 7. To wail — sharp 8. 

Establisher — to sink 9. To yearn 
— lengthy 10. To press — golfer’s 
gadget 11. Nobleman — look 

closely 12. A bird — complain 
bitterly 

(Answers will appear next 
week.) 


homosexual acts were illegal. The 
law, however, was rarely 
enforced. Moreover, foe IDF did 
not specifically bar gays from 
military service, though they were 
generally excluded — an at t it ude 
that reflected Israeli society in 
general. Thus, when Steiner 
applied for foe benefits owed foe 
spouse of a fallen soldier, the IDF 
refused to grant him Maisel *s 
pension and other benefits. 

Stung into action, Steiner 
studied the legal system 
intensively for one year, planning 
his strategy, and in 1994, filed 
three suits against the government 
and the IDF. Lawyers flatly told 
him he had no legal chance even if 
he had a strong moral case. 

Three years — and ten 
lawyers — later, Steiner's 
persistence has paid off. In 
January, a Tel Aviv appeals court 
ruled that the IDF must recognize 
him as Maisel’ s surviving spouse 


mms&sm 


ruling. 

Steiner’s persona! crusade may 
well have a fundamental effect on . 
Israeli society. The Supreme 
Court is almost certain to take into 
account foe country’s rapidly 
changing social and moral 
attitudes. In the Steiner case, the 
court could hand down a decision 
granting gays and lesbians across 
the board foe same social benefits 
as heterosexuals. 

Much has changed already. The 
IDF is prohibited from asking 
draftees about their sexual 
orientation, and openly gay 
soldiers serve with little or no 
harassment 

Not everyone agrees with the 
trend. When Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman recently condemned 
homosexuals at a high school, 
there was such a public outcry that 
he was forced to issue an apology 
and receive a four-member 
delegation of gays at his official 
residence. Among them was Adir 
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Adir Steiner tends the grave of his partner. Col. Doron 
Maisel (R), who died in 1991. 

and granfhim the benefits to which Steiner. Says Steiner: “...I’m 
he is entitled. The IDF has entitled to weep at memorial 
appealed the decision to the ceremonies, but when it comes to 
Jerusalem District Court and receiving pension benefits... they 
appears ready to take, foe case to don’t recognize me. ” (Courtesy of 
foe Supreme Court for a definitive Time, March 17, 1997.) 
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Simple 

( ¥ ) was trying to teach my anges and pears are fruit. Now, 

l\ I A seven -year-old sen foe what would carrots, onions and 

WULW meaning of collective turnips be?” “Soup,” was his re- 
nouns. “Knives, forks and spoons ply- 
are cutlery,” I said. “Apples, or- 


CfTPyyhe pre-schoolers were 
n\ | /P hushed and expectant as 
— xj the teacher neared the 
end of the story of foe frog and foe 
princess. “And what do you think 


happened when the princess kissed 
foe frog?” she asked. There was a 
brief silence, then a confident 
voice piped up, “She got a wart.” 




(jF Jpen a repairman took our 
rvtelevision set away for 
major overhaul, our five-year-old 
was horrified. “Never mind,” I 


said. “You can use your ears and 
listen to the radio instead.” He 
thought for a moment and then 
asked, .“But what can. I do with my 
eyes?” 


V 
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1961 — Cuba is invaded at 
“Bay of Pigs” by rebel forces 
which are defeated by Fidel Cas- 
tro. 

1973 — Cambodia’s President 
Lon No! announces resignation of 
his cabinet and appeals to all po- 
litical groups to take part in coun- 
cil to solve nation's problems. 

1975 — Communists take over 
rule of Cambodia’s capital of 
Phnom Penh as Cambodian war 
draws to end. 

1988 — Population control 
group says Earth faces environ- 
mental catastrophe unless devel- 
oping nations stem rapid over 
population. 

1989 — Afg hanistan forces dis- 
lodge rebels from major land 
routes. 

1992 — Russian lawmakers re- 
fuse to approve arms control pact 
setting up another confrontation 
with Boris Yeltsin. 

1993 — The ANC and police 
sign an agreement aimed at pre- 
venting violence during marches 
to honor slain activist Chris Hani 
in Johannesburg. 


By Jamie Nash 

(r-JLL bought a chair and it 
changed my life. Sud- 
denly, through die most unex- 
pected means, I feel rooted. 
These now exists a specific place 
that is the center of my universe. 

I FIRST SPOTTED the chair in 
the window of a store that I 
frequently walk by. From the 
mom e n t 1 laid eyes on it, I felt that 
gut-level rush of desire that stops 
you in yonr tracks and makes your 
mouth go'slack — ; like falling in 
love for the first time. I wanted 
font chair. 

Called a lady’s reading chair by 
the store owner, it was an 
upholstered armchair in a slightly 
scaled-down size, with rounded 
arms, an overstaffed cushion and 
a gracefully arched back. The 
chair had been given new life by a 
brash combination of brick-red 
ticking and flowered brocade. 

1 did not need a lady’s reading 
chair, however. What I needed, I 
was about to get: my first house. 
A few years past newly married 
and a year past die birth of my first 
child, I was convinced that it was 
time to live in a place that was 
mine. 

Rob and I were three weeks 
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from closing cm our house vAm I 
spotted foe chair. Every penny of 
our savings has been accounted 
for, and our future earnings were 
allocated to mortgage and 
practical items like a water heater 
and a lamp for the room that had 
no light. There was no room in the 
budget for spontaneous purchases. 
Besides, we already owned plenty 
of chairs. 

This chair, however, would not 
only suit me — a devoted reader 
— it would suit the house as well. 
Its color perfectly matched the 
aged brick of foe fireplace in foe 
front room, and it was sized in foe 
same diminutive scale. 

Buying the chair would 
defiantly counteract all foe careful 
planning that had gone into saving 
and searching for the house. It 


back,” I called to my dau ghter , 
Charley, who looked up at me 
quizzically from her stroller. A 
week later it disappeared again. 

When it reappeared a second 
tune, I rushed into foe store and 
asked what the story was. The 
owner laughed. “Everyone who 
walks in here wants that chair,” he 
explained, “but once they get it 
home, they see it doesn't match 
anything. It’s brick red, not true 
red.” 

“Brick red,” I repeated 
vacantly. 

“Listen," he offered, “I know 
you’ve been eyeing that chair. If 
you pay me foe two hundred bucks 
it cost to have it refinished -—and 
promise not to bring it back — it’s 
yours. I’m tired of fopt chair 
coming and going/’ 




X would be a hymn to foe soul 
instead of a march to sound 
investment. 


bBRV I stepped into the store to ask 
• the price: 

six-hundred-and-some-odd 
- • . dollars. “Oh” I said, gasping, and 

t akv walked out. A week later foe chair 
; --C\ disappeared, and with only a faint 
j.V jolt of regret, 1 fixed my focus 
' ' again on termite inspections and 

, :z home-owner's insurance. 

-£. : H Then, just eight days before our 

a./* ■ closing, the chair_ reappeared in 
foe store window. “Look, it's 


I slapped down my credit card, 
feeling the universe was on my 
side. 

There was still, of course, foe 
question of whether my husband 
would be on my side. 
House-hunting had been sn 
exercise in relentless compromise. 
Throughout. the grueling process, 
we operated under a heightened 
policy of consultation. We were 
like two miniature governments 
moving haltingly forward toward 
a mutually desired end. To buy a 
vfcair I had not previously 
mentioned, knowing that it could 
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not be returned, was a definite 
breach of trust 

When Rod walked in foe door 
that evening, he did a double take. 
There in front of the wall of 
padring boxes in our rented house 
was foe lady’s reading chair. 

“I bought a chair, ” I explained, 
as if I were talking about a loaf of 
bread or a pair of socks. 

He circled foe chair, then aat 
down and leaned back. I held my 
breath. 

“It* 8 comfortable,*' he 
declared. “I like it.” To my 
amazement, he made no mqnhy 
about cost or any comment about 
need. 

I exhaled. 4 T thonght you 
might,” I fed. I hadn't considered 
his thoughts at alL 

Abend a month after we moved 
into our new bouse, my 
threw up an foe chair and on me. 

I had taken her there m foe middle 
of foe night. She was feverish, 
sweaty and sleepless. One moment 
I was feeling maternal and 
nurturing; foe next, I was wet and 
sour. 

I lurched, disgusted. “My 
chair,” I cried. It was several 
conflicted moments before I forgot 
the chair and turned my aftenrinw 
to my child. 

Then I sat back, pulled Cariyn 
close, and had a tfistinr* virion of 
my chair being jumped on, spilled 
on, cried an and colored on. I saw 
the chair being dry-cleaned and 
spot-cleaned, re-covered in 
gingham, re-covered in white, 
re-covered in blue ticking with a 
plaid denim twill. It would be 
moved to 'new rooms in new 
houses, collecting layers of 
history. 

1 knew I should get up, bathe 
my sick daughter and start a load 
of laundry. But I wanted to 
experience what it felt like to be 
right where I was, holding my 
child in my arms, sitting in my 
chair. 1 finally had a house of my 
own, but it was in this chair that I 
felt what I’d long yearned for —a 
permanent, powerful feeling of 
home. 




IM HISTORY 


1864 — Danish force* are de- 
feated at Duppel, and German 
troops invade Denmark. 

1906 — Earthquake rocks Sna 
Francisco, California^ teaching 
o£f fires that almost destroy day, 
and about 700 people perish. 

1912 — Turkey announce ckv " 
sure of Dardanelles Sinks to drip- 
.ping. 7 . 

1927 — Split develops in 
Kuomintang Party between 
Chtiang Kai-Shek and ele- 

ments. 

2942 — U.S. bombers led by 
Lieutenant General Jotnes lkxgh- 
fle attack Tokyo and other Japa- 
nese cities in Work! War 2L f 

1949 — ■ Republic of Bra is 
formally proclaimed in Dublin. 

1957 — Representatives' of 
Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Japan and Syria attend first 
meeting in New Delhi of Ariaa 
Legal Consultative Committee- 

1976 — About 40,000 Israelis 
march into occupied West Bank 
area of Jordan, demanding fort 
Israel annex the territory. 
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A stiver rose bowl is designed Plate yellow roses in b et wee n the 

to show off roses to their ■ chrysanthemums, keeping the 

best adyanrage as this rich display of slightly longer. New, in ter spe rse the 
hill blown yellow roses rod golden . arrangement with a few fieoias. 
freesias demonstrates. Fill the bowl 
with water. Then cut short the 
steins of the cream spider 
chrysanthemums (to around 5cm,- 
2in) and pack into the bowl’s wire 
mesh centre — these will give depth 
to the final arrangement. 

Finally, place Leucodendnm and 

freesia buds among the display, ^ 

ensuring the stems are slightly longer • -S> 

than those of the other flowers; these ei . C 

will provide a stark contrast to the : jj 

gold and silver. For a short period of . ' : ^j 

time, such as during a dinner party, ' •• 3 

a full blown rose at the foot of the * ,’r .. : ' ^ 

bowl will complete the picture, ' jjBEgkT v£ 

though, oat of the water, the 'Vi 

bloom S lifos nan will k. limitaJ 
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